
When was the last time you had a 
sucker? Did you think about who like-
ly made that paper stick? We would be 
willing to bet that it came from our latest 
successful development client, Setter-
stix. This German-based manufacturer 
produces paper sticks used in the con-
fectionery, food, pharmaceutical, novelty, 
and health and beauty care industries. 

Since 1938, 
Setterstix has 
provided lolli-
pop and sucker 
sticks, candy ap-
ple sticks, cotton 
swab sticks, and 
most recently, 
cake-pop sticks. 

Setterstix manufacturers paper sticks 
measuring from 2 3/4 inches  to 12 inches 
long, and from 1/10 inches to 15/64 inch-
es in diameter. The company ships over 
17 billion paper sticks annually through-
out the United States, Canada, and over-
seas for use in both “private label” and 
“branded” applications. As business has 
increased and with goals to produce over 
30 billion annually, the company needed 
a new facility in the Southeast due to the 
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Dianne Jones of Maxis Advisors, who 
handled the negotiations on behalf of the 

buyer and the tenant. 

“It is with a deep sense of 
gratitude for the team at 
Agracel that we were able 
to help this international 

company set up their southeast facility 
to support their growth and watch them 
make an impact in Upstate South Caroli-
na. We look forward to seeing Setterstix 
grow their global presence,” stated Rich-
ard K. Blackwell, Vice President of Devel-
opment for Agracel’s Southeast office.

To learn more about Setterstix visit www.
setterstix.com.
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proximity to their paper supplier and other 
logistical advantages.

The team at 
Agracel was 
able to secure a 
previously used 
manufactur ing 
facility that had just come on the market 
in Fountain Inn (Laurens County), South 
Carolina. This is the company’s first U.S. 
manufacturing location outside of Cat-
taraugus, New York, where they have 
been operational for over 80 years. After 
acquiring the facility, Agracel modernized 
this 60,000 sf facility based on company 
specifications. 

Agracel would like 
to thank the team at 
Setterstix and also 
the team at Cush-
man & Wakefield/
Thalhimer - Brian 
Young, Elliott Fays-
soux and Kacie 
Jackson – who han-
dled the sale nego-
tiations on behalf 
of the seller, and 



Our Construction Management Team is wrapping up the year completing and managing multiple construction projects across 
the Midwest, South, and Southeast.  See the highlights below for just a few of the near dozen projects our team is currently overseeing. 

Construction Update
Treves, Corinth Spec, Faurecia, and Ekornes

The first settler on the land that is 
now Seymour was James Shields who 
brought his family there in 1816. In 
1820, he received a land grant for the 
ground he had homesteaded. James 
Shields’ son, Captain Meedy W. Shields, 
who later became a State Senator, inher-
ited his father’s land holdings and devel-
oped it into a prosperous farm. During the 
latter 1840’s, a north-south railroad con-
necting the Ohio River at Jeffersonville 
with Indianapolis was built crossing the 
Shields’ farm. In 1852, an east-west 
railroad was being sur-
veyed through Jackson 
County and Captain 
Shields persuaded the 
railroad company to run 
through his property. In 
exchange for this favor, 
he agreed to name the town after the 
railroad’s civil engineer, J. Seymour. 
Seymour, Indiana, quickly became a 
major center of commercial activity. The 
city was incorporated in 1864 with a pop-
ulation of 1,553.

Today, Seymour boasts a population 
of more than 20,000, while Jackson 
County is home to 44,557 residents. 
The City of Seymour is located 60 miles 
south of Indianapolis; 
50 miles north of 
Louisville, Kentucky; 
and 90 miles west of 
Cincinnati, Ohio. U.S. 
Highways 50 and 31 
intersect at Seymour, 
and Interstate 65 is sit-
uated on the east side 

of the 
city. The CSX and the 
Louisville & Indiana 
Railroad Company pro-
vide freight rail service to 
the area. 

Seymour is home to numerous manu-
facturing facilities, including Valeo North 
America, Inc., a maker of automotive 
lighting components and powertrain sys-
tems, with over 3,000 workers; Aisin 
USA, with more than 2,000 employees 

manufacturing various automotive com-
ponents; and Cummins-Seymour Engine 
Plant, which produces natural gas and 
diesel engines, with 1,100 workers.

A g r a c e l 
entered the 
S e y m o u r 
i n d u s t r i a l 
market in 
2020 with a 
new 204,000 
sf build-to-
suit ware-

house project for Silgan Plastics, who 
also has a manufacturing facility in the 
city. Silgan produces plastic bottles, jars 
and closures along with custom molding 
packaging for use in the health care, food, 
personal care and household, industrial 
and automotive markets.

Visit www.seymourin.org to learn more 
about Seymour.
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The 63,500 sf expansion of the Treves building in Fostoria, 
Ohio, is progressing nicely.  With primary steel now erect, 
we are on track for an April 2022 completion date.  Whitta 
Construction is the contractor on the project. 

The 128,440 sf expansion at Faurecia in Spring Hill, Ten-
nessee, is nearing completion.   A big thank you to Forcum 
Lannom Contractors for bringing this to the finish line for 
us. 

In North Carolina, McCrory Construction is winding down 
the 100,000 sf expansion to the existing 200,000 sf  Eko-
rnes facility purchased by Agracel earlier this year.  Con-
struction is slated for completion in mid-December. 

In Corinth, Mississippi, Jesco Construction has the steel 
erection complete, and metal is going up on the 50,000 sf 
spec facility. Construction is scheduled for completion by 
year end.   



Agracel is pleased to be adding another project in Fayet-
teville, Tennessee, to our portfolio with the acquisition of 
a 50,000 sf spec facility for Copperweld.  The project marks 
Agracel’s second project with Copperweld and our third in-
vestment in Fayetteville.  Agracel purchased the speculative 
facility from the Fayetteville-Lincoln County Industrial Devel-
opment Board and has 
contracted with Lee 
Adcock Construction to 
complete the build-out.   

Copperweld manufac-
turers wire and strand-
ed electrical cable 
made from its Copper-
weld brand copper-clad 
steel or copper-clad aluminum.   Copperweld brand products 
are designed to be the best at handling the worst of punish-
ment. Copperweld manufactures the only welded copper wires 
and accessories with a flexible, bimetal core made in the USA.  

“Agracel appreciates our longstanding partnership and friend-
ship with Elaine Middleton and the Fayetteville-Lincoln County 
Industrial Development Board.  In addition, we are thrilled to be 
able to aid an existing customer in expanding their business.  
We thank Copperweld for placing their trust in us,” stated Daniel 
Webb, Agracel Regional Development Director for the Nashville 
Office. 

To learn more about Copperweld visit them online at www.copperweld.
com.

Agracel, along with our development partners Madison County Eco-
nomic Development Authority (MCEDA), Ergon, Inc., Alliant Construc-
tion and Civil-Link, officially broke ground on a 100,000 sf speculative 
facility at the Madison County Mega Site in Canton, Mississippi, on 
Tuesday, October 12th.  The Mega Site is home to the Amazon Robotic 
Fulfillment Center and just two miles away from the Nissan Automotive Man-
ufacturing Facility.

The facility, which will be originally constructed at 100,000 sf, will have the 
ability to expand to 300,000 sf, giving great flexibility to meet a project’s indi-
vidual requirements.  The facility will be owned by the newly formed Agron, 
LLC, a partnership between MCEDA, Ergon, Inc. and Agracel.   Ergon, a Mis-
sissippi based firm is a group of privately held companies that operates under six primary business segments: Refining & Marketing, 

Specialty Chemicals, Asphalt & Emulsions, Oil & Gas, Midstream & Logistics, and 
Construction & Real Estate.  MCEDA serves as the leader of economic development 
for Madison County, and their mission is to encourage the growth of the county’s 
existing business and industry, attract new investment and higher paying jobs, and 
to increase Madison County’s competitiveness leading to a diverse, vibrant economy 
benefitting all the county’s citizens.

“Agracel is proud to partner with MCEDA and Ergon on the speculative facility. We 
have experienced great success in developing industrial facilities in Mississippi, and 
Madison County has long been on our radar. We cannot say enough about the tre-

mendous team effort to bring this project to fruition. Thank you to MCEDA and Ergon for putting your trust in Agracel. We look for-
ward to being part of Madison County’s continued growth,” states Clayton McKinnon, Regional Development Director of Agracel’s 
Gulf States Office.

Featured Partner
Agracel and Partners Break Ground on Agron Madison County Spec Building

Agracel Perspective 
From the Desk of Ryan Witges

Acquisition Activity
Copperweld

We often get asked our thoughts on the current state 
of automotive manufacturing and how it will affect our 
business going forward.  If you have been a follower of 
Agracel for very long, you know the automotive industry 
has been a large part of our growth over the years.  The 
global supply chain disruption caused by the pandemic has resulted in a micro-
chip shortage that has sent a ripple effect throughout the industry, including 
the suppliers leasing our buildings.  OEM sales volume are way down (as evi-
denced by the graph below) as millions of vehicles sit in vacant lots across the 
country waiting for microchips.  

So, our short answer to the question is this…we continue to monitor our 
automotive concentration but remain very bullish on the industry long term as 
volumes will eventually normalize.  Ford’s Blue Oval announcement  in West 
Tennessee is the most recent example of OEM’s investing in the future.  We will 
tell you this, the market is ultra-competitive right now, but we are still winning 
great projects and look forward to what 2022 holds.  



Agracel, Inc.
P.O. Box 1107
Effingham, IL 62401

Presort 
Standard

U.S. Postage 
PAID

Permit #19
Heyworth, IL

Agracel, Inc., an industrial development firm, provides development services to owners, man-
agers, and investors of industrial and commercial facilities. Agracel has developed projects 
in 21 states totaling over 22 million square feet. So...what makes Agracel so unique from 
other developers? The difference is where we choose to develop. The small town market is 
one that many developers ignore. Not Agracel. As an industrial development company that 
focuses on developing projects and creating jobs in rural towns, Agracel has created a unique 
model in the industry.

Who We Are...

Corporate Office:
Ryan Witges, Todd Thoman,
2201 N. Willenborg St., Suite 2 
Effingham, IL 62401     
Tel 217.342.4443

Southeast Office: 
Jason Vaughn Tel 864.303.7150
Richard Blackwell Tel 864.784.5736
15 S. Main St., Suite 701
Greenville, SC 29601

Gulf States Office: Clayton McKinnon 
P.O. Box 660864
Birmingham, AL  35266
Tel 205.447.0784

Nashville Office: Daniel Webb 
P.O. Box 466
Thompsons Station, TN 37179  
Tel 931.629.0606    

Ohio Valley Office: Jason Kester
3989 Broadway, Suite 125
Grove City, OH  43123 
Tel 740.935.2738

Covering Your World
Agracel Charitable Donations

Agracel, Inc. employees selected the National Fallen Firefight-
ers Foundation (NFFF) as the recipient of their 2021 “Can Do 
Fund” $10,000 donation. It was our honor to have Brady Cau-
then, Construction Manager for our Southeast Office, who lost 
his father in 2011 while serving his community as a volunteer 
firefighter, present a check to the regional chapter of the Foun-
dation. Thanks to Jason Kester, Agracel’s Regional Develop-
ment Director for the Ohio Valley Office and local volunteer fire-
fighter, for nominating the NFFF.

Each year at Agracel’s Customer Appreciation Day, a charitable 
organization is selected by the employees to receive a dona-
tion from the day’s “fun”draising activities. This year, the Jas-
per County (IL) Cancer Support fund was presented a check for 
$9,654. A huge thank you to our partners, including investors, 
bankers, brokers, and clients, for helping us reach this new re-
cord!


