
Development
Quarterly

FALL 2019

AGRACEL, INC.
I n d u s t r i a l  D e v e l o p e r s

FOCUSED

on where

america is growing

Our Team is

on being the Go-To-Company

and

Communities, Manufacturers, and Brokers can 
place their Trust, Partnerships, and Values 
knowing we are in it for the long-haul, leading 
you where

Agracel, Inc...Standing the Test of Time.

Find Us On

Agracel, Inc.
P.O. Box 1107
Effingham, IL 62401

Presort 
Standard

U.S. Postage 
PAID

Permit #19
Heyworth, IL

To be the premier provider of 
development services to Agurb® 
communities, facilitating and re-
taining manufacturing and hi-tech 
jobs, resulting in a strong portfolio 
of buildings, thus creating long-
term value for our stakeholders.

Agracel’s Mission 
Statement

www.agracel.com

Who We Are...
Agracel, Inc., an industrial development firm, provides development services to owners, managers, and investors of industrial 
and commercial facilities. Agracel has developed projects in 20 states totaling over 18 million square feet. So...what makes 
Agracel so unique from other developers? The difference is where we choose to develop. The small town market is one that 
many developers ignore. Not Agracel. As an industrial development company that focuses on developing projects and creat-
ing jobs in rural towns, Agracel has created a unique model in the industry.

Gulf States Office:
Justyn Dixon 
737 Highway 51, Suite B 
Madison, MS 39110     
Tel 601.856.5756

Corporate Office:
Todd Thoman, Ryan Witges 
2201 N. Willenborg St., Suite 2 
Effingham, IL 62401     
Tel 217.342.4443

Southeast Office:
15 S. Main St., Suite 701
Greenville, SC 29601
Jason Vaughn
Tel 864.303.7150
Richard Blackwell
Tel 864.784.5736

Nashville Office:
Daniel Webb 
P.O. Box 466
Thompsons Station, TN 37179  
Tel 931.629.0606        
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3989 Broadway, Suite 125
Grove City, OH  43123 
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Agracel is appreciative to have another development 
in South Carolina, our 12th in the state, and our second 
within Oconee County. Our team has entered into a fee de-
velopment agreement with Horton Holding, Inc. to build a 
115,000 sf manufacturing facility within the Oconee Indus-
try and Technology Park along SC Highway 11. Completion 
of the plant is expected in March of next year, with hiring for the 
125 jobs slated to begin in early 2020. Hogan Construction was 
selected as the general contractor for the project.

Horton manufactures and mar-
kets fan drives, fans, and related 
components for the on-highway, off-highway, and industrial sectors. Almost any place you find engines with 
optimized cooling systems, you will find Horton. Founded in 1951, Horton has grown into an international 

company with more than 15 facilities worldwide and a global network of more than 900 distributor locations operating in over 70 countries.  
Horton’s customers include Kenworth, Freightliner, Navistar, Volvo, Caterpillar, and numerous other heavy-duty motor vehicle and off-road 
manufacturers.

“This is an exciting new development for both the team at Horton and at Agracel,” commented Richard Blackwell, Agracel’s Vice President 
of Development for the Southeast Region. “We are also grateful as this is their first expansion into the Southeast and they have put their 
trust into Agracel to assist in ensuring their success.”

Learn more about Horton at www.hortonww.com.

Under Construction
Horton Holding, Inc.

FOCUSED

on where

america is growing



Agracel recent-
ly acquired a 
211,700 sf facil-
ity on 25 acres 
in Shelbyville, 
Tennessee.  The 
building is leased 
to Sanford, LP, 
a division of 
Newell Brand’s 
(formerly Newell 
Rubbermaid ’s ) 
writing division.  Sanford is the world’s largest writing products manu-
facturer.  The company is the producer of well-known brands Elmer’s, 
Paper Mate, Expo, and Sharpie.

Newell is planning to use the building for warehousing to support 
nearby production facilities and for packaging and 
light assembly of foam board displays for retail sales.  
Agracel also purchased an additional 5.6 acres to 
allow for expansions of the parking to accommodate 
the light assembly function employees. 

We warmly welcome Sanford and Newell Brands to our portfolio of 
clients.

Steve Preston with CBRE represented the seller.  Joe Garvey with 
Cushman & Wakefield represented Sanford, LP.  Agracel was repre-
sented by Don Kent with CBRE.

Graham Packaging had its start in 1970 with a simple motor oil 
container. Today Graham Packaging is a worldwide leader in the 
design, manufacture, and sale of technology-based, customized 
rigid plastic containers for a variety of branded markets, includ-
ing food and beverage, household, and automotive lubricants. 
Headquartered in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, with its flagship manufactur-
ing facility in nearby York, Pennsylvania, Graham Packaging produces 
more than 16 billion container units annually at almost 70 plants in North 
America, Asia, Europe and South America. In 2011, Graham Packaging 
was acquired by Reynolds Group Holdings, a leading global manufactur-
er and supplier of consumer food and beverage packaging and storage 
products.

Agracel had the opportunity to first work with Graham Packaging in 2004 
when they assumed a long-term lease on a facility in Vandalia, Illinois. In 2011, we purchased a 177,000 sf facility in Muskogee, Oklahoma, 
and leased the entire building to Graham Packaging to serve as a production plant. A lease extension has recently been negotiated and 
includes repairs to the pavement and floors, office renovations, a new roof, new LED lighting, and two new dock positions. 

The plastics industry remains a mainstay of our industrial portfolio. Diversity is key to long-term balance as some industries ebb and flow more 
than others. We look forward to our continued relationship with Graham Packaging, and to their continued growth and success in Muskogee.

ADP locates in Grenada Spec Facility
In 2015, Agracel was privileged to partner with the Grenada 
Economic Development District in Grenada, Mississippi, 
on an 84,000 sf speculative facility in their newly formed 
Business and Technology Park North. The rail-served Industrial 
Park is the largest industrial greenfield site in north-central 
Mississippi. This 1,175-acre industrial park is the primary focus 
of industrial development in Grenada County. Grenada’s rich 
manufacturing history over the decades has resulted in a high-
ly skilled workforce and incredible industrial growth – two key 
factors that made our decision to develop a spec building in the 
community an easy one. 

Recently, we entered into a lease 
agreement on the Grenada spec 
building with ADP (Advanced 
Distributor Products). ADP is 
owned by Lennox International 
(an HVAC company) and has 
a large manufacturing operation 
in Grenada. ADP is converting 
168,000 sf of their existing ware-
house into additional manufac-

turing space. Our 84,000 sf spec building will be expanded 
to 288,000 sf, and ADP will be using it for warehousing and 
distribution. Jesco Construction will complete the upfit, which is 
scheduled for completion mid-2020. 

Justyn Dixon, Agracel’s Regional Director for Business 
Development for our Gulf States Office, stated, “We are thrilled 
to bring this project to fruition. We have been working with the 
folks at the Grenada Economic Development District office 
since before the spec building was a reality because we believe 

this region has great industrial 
development potential. ADP has 
a long history in Grenada and we 
are excited to have them in our 
facility.”

Learn more about ADP at www.
adpnow.com. 

From the Desk of Ryan Witges
2019 in Review

For Sale/Lease • 659,280 sf • Effingham, IL

For Sale/Lease • 154,980 sf • Olive Branch, MS

Available Space - Effingham Crossroads Center

Wow, has this year flown by!  When I sat down to put words to our year, I must say, even I was in awe when quantifying the number of projects 
that came to fruition in 2019.  In 10 short months we have began or completed nine build-to-suit projects, acquired nine new buildings, began or 
completed four expansions, and completed two land sale transactions. 

For those of you who have been with us for the past few years, you know that we have sounded a bit like a stuck record in that every year we tout 
a record year. This year is no exception as we will close 2019 as our best operational year ever. The highlight of this year is the three new LLC’s 
that were formed totaling $132M.  And… we are not quite done yet. We have one more $7.8M facility in Indiana under contract to be acquired 
right before Thanksgiving.  The Indiana facility will roll into the last of our three LLC’s, Magnolia Buckeye.  
 
Now, the last thing I am going to do in this write-up is steal Jack’s thunder.  In just a few months, he will detail out in our annual report letter just 
how incredible this year sized up to be.  

With that, we enter 2020 with a full plate of projects!  And, just as we do every year, Team Agracel will go to work to make sure a year from now, 
we still sound like a broken record.  Thank you to the countless number of partners, brokers, bankers, contractors, communities, and allies who 
put your trust in us year after year.

Acquisition Activity
Agracel Acquires Sanford, LP Facility

Available Space - Olive Branch Industrial

by Ryan Witges, Executive Vice President

Featured Client 
Graham Packaging

Community Profile
APEG (Appalachian Partnership for Economic Growth) Region
The Appalachian Region is one that recently came to Agracel’s development forefront.  
When the opportunity arose for us to acquire the 195,777 sf Novo Building Products fa-
cility in Bowerston, Ohio, we approached the potential deal as we do every project and 
spent a great deal of time doing our due diligence.  Our process requires us to not only 
review the company and the building, but also the area in which the manufacturing oper-
ation resides.   

The Agracel Team was pleasantly surprised at what we discovered.  Businesses, particularly 
manufacturing businesses, are thriving in the APEG region which consists of 25 counties in 
Southern and Eastern Ohio. Ohio’s low-tax environment, the APEG Region’s low cost of living, 
cheap natural gas due to the presence of shale, and alternative transportation on the Ohio River 
all provide a low-cost business atmosphere.  

Just across the road from the Agracel Novo 
facility is a $1.6B liquid natural gas process-
ing facility.  Plans are also currently underway for a $1.68B dollar Ethane Cracker Plant 
in the region that would use byproducts from fracked natural gas to make polyethylene, 
a component of plastic.  The natural gas would primarily be supplied by the Utica and 
Marcellus Shales.  If the facility comes to fruition, it would bring thousands of construction 
jobs and hundreds of permanent positions to the area.  

In an unprecedented twist, after a decade in the dark, a shuttered steel mill in Mingo 
Junction has been reopened by JSW Steel.  The $270M project will create 280 jobs.  The 
steel mill is just 30 miles from our Bowerston facility.

Last year the APEG region landed 19 new projects, bringing 1,046 new jobs and $654M in capital investment.  We can’t wait to see the 2019 
numbers! Agracel is thrilled that we are able to be a part of this tremendous growth.  So… what is going on in Southern and Eastern Ohio??? 
Our hats are off to the Appalachian Partnership for Economic Growth and JobsOhio, their staff, and partners for the progressive approach to 
economic development.  The region is a true testament to how leveraging your available resources can provide big dividends.

To learn more about this booming region visit www.apeg.com.

Novo Building Products

As many of you may know, our CEO Jack Schultz recently had some health issues, including open-heart surgery. We are happy to announce 
that he is home in Effingham and recovering nicely. We look forward to seeing him back in the office 
very soon! 

We are excited to welcome Jason Thoele to our team! Jason has joined the facilities group and 
brings a wealth of HVAC knowledge, as well as mechanical and maintenance experience. Welcome, 
Jason!

United Launch Alliance (ULA) has been selected as the launch vehicle provider for the Dream Chas-
er spacecraft’s six NASA missions to the International Space Station starting in 2021. The Dream 
Chaser spacecraft is a reusable, multi-mission space utility vehicle capable of transportation servic-
es to and from low-Earth orbit and is the only commercial, lifting-body vehicle capable of a runway 
landing. Agracel is proud to have ULA as a client for the past 10 years.

Covering Your World

Jason Thoele

Ohio Logistics - Acquisition Faurecia - Build-to-Suit Gestamp - Expansion



Agracel recent-
ly acquired a 
211,700 sf facil-
ity on 25 acres 
in Shelbyville, 
Tennessee.  The 
building is leased 
to Sanford, LP, 
a division of 
Newell Brand’s 
(formerly Newell 
Rubbermaid ’s ) 
writing division.  Sanford is the world’s largest writing products manu-
facturer.  The company is the producer of well-known brands Elmer’s, 
Paper Mate, Expo, and Sharpie.

Newell is planning to use the building for warehousing to support 
nearby production facilities and for packaging and 
light assembly of foam board displays for retail sales.  
Agracel also purchased an additional 5.6 acres to 
allow for expansions of the parking to accommodate 
the light assembly function employees. 

We warmly welcome Sanford and Newell Brands to our portfolio of 
clients.

Steve Preston with CBRE represented the seller.  Joe Garvey with 
Cushman & Wakefield represented Sanford, LP.  Agracel was repre-
sented by Don Kent with CBRE.

Graham Packaging had its start in 1970 with a simple motor oil 
container. Today Graham Packaging is a worldwide leader in the 
design, manufacture, and sale of technology-based, customized 
rigid plastic containers for a variety of branded markets, includ-
ing food and beverage, household, and automotive lubricants. 
Headquartered in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, with its flagship manufactur-
ing facility in nearby York, Pennsylvania, Graham Packaging produces 
more than 16 billion container units annually at almost 70 plants in North 
America, Asia, Europe and South America. In 2011, Graham Packaging 
was acquired by Reynolds Group Holdings, a leading global manufactur-
er and supplier of consumer food and beverage packaging and storage 
products.

Agracel had the opportunity to first work with Graham Packaging in 2004 
when they assumed a long-term lease on a facility in Vandalia, Illinois. In 2011, we purchased a 177,000 sf facility in Muskogee, Oklahoma, 
and leased the entire building to Graham Packaging to serve as a production plant. A lease extension has recently been negotiated and 
includes repairs to the pavement and floors, office renovations, a new roof, new LED lighting, and two new dock positions. 

The plastics industry remains a mainstay of our industrial portfolio. Diversity is key to long-term balance as some industries ebb and flow more 
than others. We look forward to our continued relationship with Graham Packaging, and to their continued growth and success in Muskogee.

ADP locates in Grenada Spec Facility
In 2015, Agracel was privileged to partner with the Grenada 
Economic Development District in Grenada, Mississippi, 
on an 84,000 sf speculative facility in their newly formed 
Business and Technology Park North. The rail-served Industrial 
Park is the largest industrial greenfield site in north-central 
Mississippi. This 1,175-acre industrial park is the primary focus 
of industrial development in Grenada County. Grenada’s rich 
manufacturing history over the decades has resulted in a high-
ly skilled workforce and incredible industrial growth – two key 
factors that made our decision to develop a spec building in the 
community an easy one. 

Recently, we entered into a lease 
agreement on the Grenada spec 
building with ADP (Advanced 
Distributor Products). ADP is 
owned by Lennox International 
(an HVAC company) and has 
a large manufacturing operation 
in Grenada. ADP is converting 
168,000 sf of their existing ware-
house into additional manufac-

turing space. Our 84,000 sf spec building will be expanded 
to 288,000 sf, and ADP will be using it for warehousing and 
distribution. Jesco Construction will complete the upfit, which is 
scheduled for completion mid-2020. 

Justyn Dixon, Agracel’s Regional Director for Business 
Development for our Gulf States Office, stated, “We are thrilled 
to bring this project to fruition. We have been working with the 
folks at the Grenada Economic Development District office 
since before the spec building was a reality because we believe 

this region has great industrial 
development potential. ADP has 
a long history in Grenada and we 
are excited to have them in our 
facility.”

Learn more about ADP at www.
adpnow.com. 

From the Desk of Ryan Witges
2019 in Review

For Sale/Lease • 659,280 sf • Effingham, IL

For Sale/Lease • 154,980 sf • Olive Branch, MS

Available Space - Effingham Crossroads Center

Wow, has this year flown by!  When I sat down to put words to our year, I must say, even I was in awe when quantifying the number of projects 
that came to fruition in 2019.  In 10 short months we have began or completed nine build-to-suit projects, acquired nine new buildings, began or 
completed four expansions, and completed two land sale transactions. 

For those of you who have been with us for the past few years, you know that we have sounded a bit like a stuck record in that every year we tout 
a record year. This year is no exception as we will close 2019 as our best operational year ever. The highlight of this year is the three new LLC’s 
that were formed totaling $132M.  And… we are not quite done yet. We have one more $7.8M facility in Indiana under contract to be acquired 
right before Thanksgiving.  The Indiana facility will roll into the last of our three LLC’s, Magnolia Buckeye.  
 
Now, the last thing I am going to do in this write-up is steal Jack’s thunder.  In just a few months, he will detail out in our annual report letter just 
how incredible this year sized up to be.  

With that, we enter 2020 with a full plate of projects!  And, just as we do every year, Team Agracel will go to work to make sure a year from now, 
we still sound like a broken record.  Thank you to the countless number of partners, brokers, bankers, contractors, communities, and allies who 
put your trust in us year after year.

Acquisition Activity
Agracel Acquires Sanford, LP Facility

Available Space - Olive Branch Industrial

by Ryan Witges, Executive Vice President

Featured Client 
Graham Packaging

Community Profile
APEG (Appalachian Partnership for Economic Growth) Region
The Appalachian Region is one that recently came to Agracel’s development forefront.  
When the opportunity arose for us to acquire the 195,777 sf Novo Building Products fa-
cility in Bowerston, Ohio, we approached the potential deal as we do every project and 
spent a great deal of time doing our due diligence.  Our process requires us to not only 
review the company and the building, but also the area in which the manufacturing oper-
ation resides.   

The Agracel Team was pleasantly surprised at what we discovered.  Businesses, particularly 
manufacturing businesses, are thriving in the APEG region which consists of 25 counties in 
Southern and Eastern Ohio. Ohio’s low-tax environment, the APEG Region’s low cost of living, 
cheap natural gas due to the presence of shale, and alternative transportation on the Ohio River 
all provide a low-cost business atmosphere.  

Just across the road from the Agracel Novo 
facility is a $1.6B liquid natural gas process-
ing facility.  Plans are also currently underway for a $1.68B dollar Ethane Cracker Plant 
in the region that would use byproducts from fracked natural gas to make polyethylene, 
a component of plastic.  The natural gas would primarily be supplied by the Utica and 
Marcellus Shales.  If the facility comes to fruition, it would bring thousands of construction 
jobs and hundreds of permanent positions to the area.  

In an unprecedented twist, after a decade in the dark, a shuttered steel mill in Mingo 
Junction has been reopened by JSW Steel.  The $270M project will create 280 jobs.  The 
steel mill is just 30 miles from our Bowerston facility.

Last year the APEG region landed 19 new projects, bringing 1,046 new jobs and $654M in capital investment.  We can’t wait to see the 2019 
numbers! Agracel is thrilled that we are able to be a part of this tremendous growth.  So… what is going on in Southern and Eastern Ohio??? 
Our hats are off to the Appalachian Partnership for Economic Growth and JobsOhio, their staff, and partners for the progressive approach to 
economic development.  The region is a true testament to how leveraging your available resources can provide big dividends.

To learn more about this booming region visit www.apeg.com.

Novo Building Products

As many of you may know, our CEO Jack Schultz recently had some health issues, including open-heart surgery. We are happy to announce 
that he is home in Effingham and recovering nicely. We look forward to seeing him back in the office 
very soon! 

We are excited to welcome Jason Thoele to our team! Jason has joined the facilities group and 
brings a wealth of HVAC knowledge, as well as mechanical and maintenance experience. Welcome, 
Jason!

United Launch Alliance (ULA) has been selected as the launch vehicle provider for the Dream Chas-
er spacecraft’s six NASA missions to the International Space Station starting in 2021. The Dream 
Chaser spacecraft is a reusable, multi-mission space utility vehicle capable of transportation servic-
es to and from low-Earth orbit and is the only commercial, lifting-body vehicle capable of a runway 
landing. Agracel is proud to have ULA as a client for the past 10 years.

Covering Your World

Jason Thoele

Ohio Logistics - Acquisition Faurecia - Build-to-Suit Gestamp - Expansion



Agracel recent-
ly acquired a 
211,700 sf facil-
ity on 25 acres 
in Shelbyville, 
Tennessee.  The 
building is leased 
to Sanford, LP, 
a division of 
Newell Brand’s 
(formerly Newell 
Rubbermaid ’s ) 
writing division.  Sanford is the world’s largest writing products manu-
facturer.  The company is the producer of well-known brands Elmer’s, 
Paper Mate, Expo, and Sharpie.

Newell is planning to use the building for warehousing to support 
nearby production facilities and for packaging and 
light assembly of foam board displays for retail sales.  
Agracel also purchased an additional 5.6 acres to 
allow for expansions of the parking to accommodate 
the light assembly function employees. 

We warmly welcome Sanford and Newell Brands to our portfolio of 
clients.

Steve Preston with CBRE represented the seller.  Joe Garvey with 
Cushman & Wakefield represented Sanford, LP.  Agracel was repre-
sented by Don Kent with CBRE.

Graham Packaging had its start in 1970 with a simple motor oil 
container. Today Graham Packaging is a worldwide leader in the 
design, manufacture, and sale of technology-based, customized 
rigid plastic containers for a variety of branded markets, includ-
ing food and beverage, household, and automotive lubricants. 
Headquartered in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, with its flagship manufactur-
ing facility in nearby York, Pennsylvania, Graham Packaging produces 
more than 16 billion container units annually at almost 70 plants in North 
America, Asia, Europe and South America. In 2011, Graham Packaging 
was acquired by Reynolds Group Holdings, a leading global manufactur-
er and supplier of consumer food and beverage packaging and storage 
products.

Agracel had the opportunity to first work with Graham Packaging in 2004 
when they assumed a long-term lease on a facility in Vandalia, Illinois. In 2011, we purchased a 177,000 sf facility in Muskogee, Oklahoma, 
and leased the entire building to Graham Packaging to serve as a production plant. A lease extension has recently been negotiated and 
includes repairs to the pavement and floors, office renovations, a new roof, new LED lighting, and two new dock positions. 

The plastics industry remains a mainstay of our industrial portfolio. Diversity is key to long-term balance as some industries ebb and flow more 
than others. We look forward to our continued relationship with Graham Packaging, and to their continued growth and success in Muskogee.

ADP locates in Grenada Spec Facility
In 2015, Agracel was privileged to partner with the Grenada 
Economic Development District in Grenada, Mississippi, 
on an 84,000 sf speculative facility in their newly formed 
Business and Technology Park North. The rail-served Industrial 
Park is the largest industrial greenfield site in north-central 
Mississippi. This 1,175-acre industrial park is the primary focus 
of industrial development in Grenada County. Grenada’s rich 
manufacturing history over the decades has resulted in a high-
ly skilled workforce and incredible industrial growth – two key 
factors that made our decision to develop a spec building in the 
community an easy one. 

Recently, we entered into a lease 
agreement on the Grenada spec 
building with ADP (Advanced 
Distributor Products). ADP is 
owned by Lennox International 
(an HVAC company) and has 
a large manufacturing operation 
in Grenada. ADP is converting 
168,000 sf of their existing ware-
house into additional manufac-

turing space. Our 84,000 sf spec building will be expanded 
to 288,000 sf, and ADP will be using it for warehousing and 
distribution. Jesco Construction will complete the upfit, which is 
scheduled for completion mid-2020. 

Justyn Dixon, Agracel’s Regional Director for Business 
Development for our Gulf States Office, stated, “We are thrilled 
to bring this project to fruition. We have been working with the 
folks at the Grenada Economic Development District office 
since before the spec building was a reality because we believe 

this region has great industrial 
development potential. ADP has 
a long history in Grenada and we 
are excited to have them in our 
facility.”

Learn more about ADP at www.
adpnow.com. 

From the Desk of Ryan Witges
2019 in Review

For Sale/Lease • 659,280 sf • Effingham, IL

For Sale/Lease • 154,980 sf • Olive Branch, MS

Available Space - Effingham Crossroads Center

Wow, has this year flown by!  When I sat down to put words to our year, I must say, even I was in awe when quantifying the number of projects 
that came to fruition in 2019.  In 10 short months we have began or completed nine build-to-suit projects, acquired nine new buildings, began or 
completed four expansions, and completed two land sale transactions. 

For those of you who have been with us for the past few years, you know that we have sounded a bit like a stuck record in that every year we tout 
a record year. This year is no exception as we will close 2019 as our best operational year ever. The highlight of this year is the three new LLC’s 
that were formed totaling $132M.  And… we are not quite done yet. We have one more $7.8M facility in Indiana under contract to be acquired 
right before Thanksgiving.  The Indiana facility will roll into the last of our three LLC’s, Magnolia Buckeye.  
 
Now, the last thing I am going to do in this write-up is steal Jack’s thunder.  In just a few months, he will detail out in our annual report letter just 
how incredible this year sized up to be.  

With that, we enter 2020 with a full plate of projects!  And, just as we do every year, Team Agracel will go to work to make sure a year from now, 
we still sound like a broken record.  Thank you to the countless number of partners, brokers, bankers, contractors, communities, and allies who 
put your trust in us year after year.

Acquisition Activity
Agracel Acquires Sanford, LP Facility

Available Space - Olive Branch Industrial

by Ryan Witges, Executive Vice President

Featured Client 
Graham Packaging

Community Profile
APEG (Appalachian Partnership for Economic Growth) Region
The Appalachian Region is one that recently came to Agracel’s development forefront.  
When the opportunity arose for us to acquire the 195,777 sf Novo Building Products fa-
cility in Bowerston, Ohio, we approached the potential deal as we do every project and 
spent a great deal of time doing our due diligence.  Our process requires us to not only 
review the company and the building, but also the area in which the manufacturing oper-
ation resides.   

The Agracel Team was pleasantly surprised at what we discovered.  Businesses, particularly 
manufacturing businesses, are thriving in the APEG region which consists of 25 counties in 
Southern and Eastern Ohio. Ohio’s low-tax environment, the APEG Region’s low cost of living, 
cheap natural gas due to the presence of shale, and alternative transportation on the Ohio River 
all provide a low-cost business atmosphere.  

Just across the road from the Agracel Novo 
facility is a $1.6B liquid natural gas process-
ing facility.  Plans are also currently underway for a $1.68B dollar Ethane Cracker Plant 
in the region that would use byproducts from fracked natural gas to make polyethylene, 
a component of plastic.  The natural gas would primarily be supplied by the Utica and 
Marcellus Shales.  If the facility comes to fruition, it would bring thousands of construction 
jobs and hundreds of permanent positions to the area.  

In an unprecedented twist, after a decade in the dark, a shuttered steel mill in Mingo 
Junction has been reopened by JSW Steel.  The $270M project will create 280 jobs.  The 
steel mill is just 30 miles from our Bowerston facility.

Last year the APEG region landed 19 new projects, bringing 1,046 new jobs and $654M in capital investment.  We can’t wait to see the 2019 
numbers! Agracel is thrilled that we are able to be a part of this tremendous growth.  So… what is going on in Southern and Eastern Ohio??? 
Our hats are off to the Appalachian Partnership for Economic Growth and JobsOhio, their staff, and partners for the progressive approach to 
economic development.  The region is a true testament to how leveraging your available resources can provide big dividends.

To learn more about this booming region visit www.apeg.com.

Novo Building Products

As many of you may know, our CEO Jack Schultz recently had some health issues, including open-heart surgery. We are happy to announce 
that he is home in Effingham and recovering nicely. We look forward to seeing him back in the office 
very soon! 

We are excited to welcome Jason Thoele to our team! Jason has joined the facilities group and 
brings a wealth of HVAC knowledge, as well as mechanical and maintenance experience. Welcome, 
Jason!

United Launch Alliance (ULA) has been selected as the launch vehicle provider for the Dream Chas-
er spacecraft’s six NASA missions to the International Space Station starting in 2021. The Dream 
Chaser spacecraft is a reusable, multi-mission space utility vehicle capable of transportation servic-
es to and from low-Earth orbit and is the only commercial, lifting-body vehicle capable of a runway 
landing. Agracel is proud to have ULA as a client for the past 10 years.

Covering Your World

Jason Thoele

Ohio Logistics - Acquisition Faurecia - Build-to-Suit Gestamp - Expansion
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To be the premier provider of 
development services to Agurb® 
communities, facilitating and re-
taining manufacturing and hi-tech 
jobs, resulting in a strong portfolio 
of buildings, thus creating long-
term value for our stakeholders.

Agracel’s Mission 
Statement

www.agracel.com

Who We Are...
Agracel, Inc., an industrial development firm, provides development services to owners, managers, and investors of industrial 
and commercial facilities. Agracel has developed projects in 20 states totaling over 18 million square feet. So...what makes 
Agracel so unique from other developers? The difference is where we choose to develop. The small town market is one that 
many developers ignore. Not Agracel. As an industrial development company that focuses on developing projects and creat-
ing jobs in rural towns, Agracel has created a unique model in the industry.

Gulf States Office:
Justyn Dixon 
737 Highway 51, Suite B 
Madison, MS 39110     
Tel 601.856.5756

Corporate Office:
Todd Thoman, Ryan Witges 
2201 N. Willenborg St., Suite 2 
Effingham, IL 62401     
Tel 217.342.4443

Southeast Office:
15 S. Main St., Suite 701
Greenville, SC 29601
Jason Vaughn
Tel 864.303.7150
Richard Blackwell
Tel 864.784.5736

Nashville Office:
Daniel Webb 
P.O. Box 466
Thompsons Station, TN 37179  
Tel 931.629.0606        

Locations...

H
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H
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Office

HSoutheast 
Office

Nashville
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Ohio Valley Office:
Jason Kester
3989 Broadway, Suite 125
Grove City, OH  43123 
Tel 740.935.2738

H

Ohio Valley 
Office

Agracel is appreciative to have another development 
in South Carolina, our 12th in the state, and our second 
within Oconee County. Our team has entered into a fee de-
velopment agreement with Horton Holding, Inc. to build a 
115,000 sf manufacturing facility within the Oconee Indus-
try and Technology Park along SC Highway 11. Completion 
of the plant is expected in March of next year, with hiring for the 
125 jobs slated to begin in early 2020. Hogan Construction was 
selected as the general contractor for the project.

Horton manufactures and mar-
kets fan drives, fans, and related 
components for the on-highway, off-highway, and industrial sectors. Almost any place you find engines with 
optimized cooling systems, you will find Horton. Founded in 1951, Horton has grown into an international 

company with more than 15 facilities worldwide and a global network of more than 900 distributor locations operating in over 70 countries.  
Horton’s customers include Kenworth, Freightliner, Navistar, Volvo, Caterpillar, and numerous other heavy-duty motor vehicle and off-road 
manufacturers.

“This is an exciting new development for both the team at Horton and at Agracel,” commented Richard Blackwell, Agracel’s Vice President 
of Development for the Southeast Region. “We are also grateful as this is their first expansion into the Southeast and they have put their 
trust into Agracel to assist in ensuring their success.”

Learn more about Horton at www.hortonww.com.

Under Construction
Horton Holding, Inc.
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