
Client Spotlight - Dynamic Air Engineering, Inc.
Over the past year, Agracel has had the pleasure 
of working with former California-based Dynamic 
Air Engineering (DAE.)  The company made the 
decision last summer to relocate from California 
to Catawba County, North Carolina, and the 
Agracel Team was selected as the devel-
oper for DAE.  The project consisted of the 
purchase and up-fit of the Claremont Spec 
Building.  Agracel purchased the facility from 
Matthews Construction and partnered with 
the firm on the construction upgrades.  Construction 
was completed this past September, and the company 
celebrated their 75th anniversary in the new building 
the following month.

Founded in 1942, DAE Systems is a third-genera-
tion family-owned manufacturer of equipment for the 
defense, aerospace, and commercial industries on 
a global basis. Their products include highly engi-
neered air management systems, motion control 
products, specialized subassemblies, and fabricated 
and machined structures for aviation and defense 
companies.  

DAE’s values and out-
look on aiding community 
growth line perfectly with 
Agracel’s own mission 
and values and makes for 
a great partnership.  As 
stated from their compa-
ny website, DAE’s values 
are the very foundation of 
their company.  These val-
ues define who they are 
and set them apart from 
the competition.  These 
core principals of custom-
er commitment, commu-

nity partnership, integrity, action orientation, vision, 
entrepreneurial spirit, and quality strengthen and 
reinforce each other and link their proud past to their 
incredibly optimistic future.  Jeremy Morrison, DAE’s 
President stated in a press release earlier this year, 

“All of us antic-
ipate a bright 
future in North 
Carolina.”  

Over the course of the next five years, DAE plans to 
build their workforce to 53.  Among these positions will 
be engineers, machinists, and senior executives with 
annual salaries averaging around $67,000.  We are 
proud to be able to partner to bring jobs and invest-
ment to Catawba County, North Carolina.

For more information on Dynamic Air Engineering visit 
them on the web at www.dynamic-air.com.      
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Ryan Witges was recent-
ly named 
Execut ive 
Vice Pres-
ident of 
A g r a c e l .  
Ryan has 
been with 
Agracel for 
12 years, 
serving as 

a Business Development As-
sociate and, most recently, as 
the Director of Acquisitions and 
Development in the Effingham, 
Illinois corporate office.  In his 
new role as the Executive Vice 
President, Ryan will oversee all 
Development and Marketing 
Operations for Agracel, includ-
ing the company’s satellite of-
fices in South Carolina, Missis-
sippi, and Tennessee.

His professional affiliations in-
clude the National Association 
of Industrial and Office Proper-
ties and the Society of Industrial 
and Office Realtors.  Mr. Witges 
is a licensed real estate broker.

Ryan received his Bachelor of 
Science in Business Manage-
ment from Indiana State Uni-
versity.

He, his wife Ann, and their 
three children (Carly, Brock, 
and Kade) reside in Teutopolis, 
Illinois.

Dean Bingham, Agracel Pres-
ident and COO stated, “Ryan 
has been an integral part of 
Team Agracel’s success and 
we look forward to his leader-
ship for the future growth of our 
company.” 



In 1919, a group of forward thinking farmers saw that by joining together, the group would have 
greater buying power than each farmer had individually. The original charter of Effingham Equity 
Cooperative Union Exchange listed 53 members. Two years later, the group incorporated with 56 
stockholders. 

The cooperative grew over the years, and by the 1940s, the need for a grain 
elevator in the Effingham, Illinois, area became very apparent in order to expand 
the local market for wheat, corn, and soybeans. In 1950, the new elevator with 
a scale, warehouse, hammermill, and feed mixer began operation on the north 
side of Effingham, along the Illinois Central (now Canadian National) Railroad. 
By 1963, Effingham Equity began expanding in other communities, with their first 
occurring in Stewardson, Illinois. Today, The Equity has 20 locations covering an 

area of south-central Illinois that encompasses 20,000 square miles.

Agracel is pleased to partner with The Equity on their latest expansion, a new seed operation to be located 
in our Niccum Industrial facility in the Effingham Industrial Park. The 100,500 SF food-grade facility will be 
up-fitted to accommodate the new operation and is under a long-term lease agreement with The Equity.
 
We congratulate The Equity on their nearly 100-years in business and on their latest expansion! 

Learn more about the company by visiting www.theequity.com.

The Equity

Community Profile: 
Litchfield, Illinois

The town of Litchfield, Illinois, 
came to be in 1853 when the 
Terre Haute, Alton and St. Lou-
is Railroad came through the 
area. Litchfield is home to a 
number of iconic businesses 
and restaurants dating from 
the 1920s and 1950s, as it is lo-
cated along the popular Route 
66. A Museum and Welcome 
Center greets the numerous 
travelers exploring one of our 
nation’s most famous high-
ways.

Over 6,800 
p e o p l e 
reside in 
Litchfield, 
which is 
l o c a t e d 

in Montgomery County, home 
to nearly 29,000 residents. The 
beautiful Lake Lou Yaeger is over 
1,200 acres and has 45 miles of 
shoreline, along with 300 acres 
of parks, drawing fishermen and 
boaters from Illinois and Missouri.

Interstate 55 and Illinois Route 
16 intersect in Litchfield, provid-
ing direct transportation access 
and connections to all major U.S. 
markets. St. Louis, Missouri is 
approximately one hour south-
west of Litchfield on I-55, while 
Springfield, Illinois is one hour to 
the north along I-55. The Norfolk 
Southern and BNSF freight rail-
roads serve Litchfield’s industrial 
parks and provide direct rail ser-
vice to Chicago, St. Louis, and 
other major rail centers. The Li-
tchfield Municipal Airport, with a 
4,000-foot runway, serves corpo-
rate and private aviation.

Manufacturing plays a vital role in 
Litchfield’s economy. Their larg-
est manufacturers include Sierra 
International/SeaStar Solutions 
with 250 employees manufactur-
ing marine engine parts; Schutt 
Sports, with over 200 workers 
making athletic protective equip-
ment; and ITW/Alpine Engi-
neered Products, Inc., a metal 
manufacturer with 60 employees. 
Agracel is pleased to have en-
tered the Litchfield industrial mar-
ket when we purchased a vacant 

Rural Manufacturing
Agracel prides ourselves in the fact that we are 
unique in where we do business, primarily in agur-
ban, or non-urban, markets. A recent report from the 
Economic Research Service (ERS) division of the 
United States Department of Agriculture, contained 
some valuable information regarding rural manufac-
turing. Below are some key points from that report.

Rural Manufacturing Survival and Its Role in the 
Rural Economy

Manufacturing provides more jobs and higher earn-
ings in rural areas than many other sectors, includ-
ing agriculture and mining. Manufacturing is also 
relatively more important to the rural economy than 
to the urban economy.

However, U.S. manufacturing employment has 
been declining since the 1950s. Between 2001 and 
2015, a period that included the 2001 and 2007-09 
recessions, manufacturing employment fell by close 
to 30 percent. Because of manufacturing’s preva-
lence in rural America, this decline hit rural areas 
disproportionately hard. A better understanding of 
the factors affecting the survival of rural manufac-
turing plants may help develop strategies to retain 
these jobs.

The manufacturing sector’s share of employment 
and earnings in rural (nonmetro) areas began to 
exceed its share in urban (metro) areas in the 
1980s, when import competition forced domestic 
manufacturers to lower costs. Wages, property 
taxes, and land prices are generally lower in rural 

Continued on page 4



Agracel Acquires Trilogy Plastics Facilities in Ohio

Rural Manufacturing (cont).

Agracel is pleased to announce our latest acqui-
sition, a two-building portfolio leased to Trilogy 
Plastics. Both facilities are located in Alliance, 
Ohio, southeast of Akron.  The first of the two 
properties is a 105,750 SF facility located on 11 
acres. The second facility is 134,000 SF situated 
on 6.6 acres.  

Trilogy Plastics is an internationally recognized rota-
tional molder specializing in custom rotational mold-
ing and high appearance, tight tolerance rotational 
molded parts and assemblies.  The 105,750 SF facili-
ty is one of the most modern rotomolding plants in the 
industry. Designed in 2005 based on the principals 
of lean manufacturing, this efficient, state-of-the-art 
facility helps Trilogy to respond to the ever-increas-
ing demands of the market. Using MRP, JIT, Kanban, 
and an amazingly responsive workforce they have 
consistently exceeded 99% on-time delivery perfor-
mance. The two Agracel owned facilities in Alliance 
contain nine rotomolding machines and four CNC 
routers.

Trilogy has a long history in rotational molding with a 
very cool story.  The company entered the rotational 
molding business in 1987 with its acquisition of the 
Old King Cole Rotational Molding Company. Old King 
Cole dates back to 1896 when it began making dis-
plays in Canton, Ohio. 

In the early years they specialized in paper mache 
and plaster but became one of the early pioneers of 
the rotational molding process in the late 50’s. One of 
the original products converted to rotational molding 
was the RCA Victor Dog “Nipper™” which they origi-
nally made in paper mache in 1917. Mr. Peanut and 
mannequins soon followed. Through the 60’s and 
early 70’s the company was recognized as a leader 
in rotational molding.  Today, the rotomolded “Nipper” 
is still being manufactured by Trilogy.  

In 2016 Plastic News named Trilogy Plastics as one 
of the Best Places to Work within the US and Canada.

To learn more visit www.trilogy plastics.com

Continued from page 1

105,750 SF 134,000 SF

areas. And despite the sector’s declining employ-
ment since the 1950s, manufacturing jobs still rep-
resented 14 percent of rural private nonfarm jobs 
in 2015 (compared to 7 percent for urban). As a 
share, manufacturing earnings 
are even more important to rural 
America. Manufacturing earn-
ings represented 21 percent of 
rural private nonfarm earnings 
in 2015 (compared to 11 percent 
for urban).

Manufacturing provides a higher 
share of total jobs and total earn-
ings in rural America than other sectors commonly 
associated with rural places: production agriculture 
and mining. In rural America in 2015, manufacturing 

jobs totaled 2.5 million, while farm jobs stood at 
1.4 million and mining jobs (including oil and gas 
extraction) stood at 0.5 million. Rural earnings in 
2015 included $158.1 million from manufacturing, 

$45.4 million from farming, and 
$37.3 million from mining.

Rural manufacturing is no lon-
ger the driver of job growth 
that it once was: 71 percent 
of U.S. counties experienced a 
decline in manufacturing employ-
ment between 2001 and 2015. 
Counties with the largest relative 

declines were concentrated in the Eastern United 
States, the traditional hub of U.S. manufacturing.

In many communities, the clos-
ing of a manufacturing plant can 
reduce local employment, earn-
ings, and government tax reve-
nue. To improve understanding 
of the factors affecting the sur-
vival of manufacturing plants, 
ERS studied manufacturing 
plant survival for a nationally 
representative sample of plants 
that responded to the 1996 ERS 
Rural Manufacturing Survey. 
ERS followed the plants quar-
terly until the end of 2011, if they 
survived that long. The study 
found that rural plants have a 
higher survival rate than urban 
plants. All else being equal, 
plants in urban counties were 
23 percent less likely to survive 
than plants in rural counties.

For the full report, visit www.ers.
usda.gov/amber-waves.
 
We will continue our work to 
bring manufacturing jobs to 
rural America. The value of rural 
manufacturing is very evident to 
Agracel and our many partners. 

We are thrilled to announce the 
addition of Jennifer “Jen” Dust 
to Team Agracel.  Jen is based 
out of our cor-
porate office in 
Effingham.  Jen 
comes to Agra-
cel with eight 
years of ex-
perience as a 
senior level ac-
countant with 
Heartland Dental.  She has also 
served as an Adjunct Instructor 
of Financial Accounting at Lake 
Land College.  Jen has an MBA 
with an Accounting Concentra-
tion and a Bachelor of Science 
in Business with an Accounting 
Major and Finance Minor, both 
from Eastern Illinois University.  
She, her husband Daniel, and 
two children (Olivia and Sam) 
reside in Teutopolis, Illinois.  
Welcome Jen!

Continued on next column
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100,000 SF facility along 
with 26.5 acres of land, and 
leased the property to Sierra 
International to serve as their 
primary warehouse and distri-
bution facility. In addition, we 
are also providing long-term 
warehouse space to Schutt 
Sports in a nearby facility.

Learn more about Litchfield 
by visiting www.cityoflitch-
fieldil.com and www.visitlitch-
field.com.

Agracel Develops Facility for Fleetwood Metal Industries
Agracel is pleased to announce our latest 
development in Alabama.  Our team had 
the pleasure of working with the Talladega 
County Economic Development Authority to 
purchase and up-fit the county-owned 60,750 
SF spec facility in Sylacauga for Fleetwood 
Metal Industries.  The building is located in the 
Sylacauga Industrial Park and marks Fleetwood’s 
second investment in the 
community.  The compa-
ny’s only US manufacturing 
operation is also located 
within the same industri-
al park.  The Fleetwood 
acquisition is Agracel’s 
ninth venture in Alabama.  

Since its inception in 1938, Canadian based 
Fleetwood Metal Industries has continued to 
evolve to meet and exceed the technological 
trends.

Fleetwood’s capabilities focus on state-of-the 
art metal stamping and welding technologies, 
controlled by highly trained operators. Company-
wide, Fleetwood houses over 60 presses that 

range from 250 to 2,000 tons for blanking, form-
ing and drawing. Their advanced robotic mig and 
spot welding capabilities ensure the kind of qual-
ity that exceeds industry standards.

What’s more, an integrated Quality Assurance 
department monitors quality levels, using the lat-
est in precision-testing equipment. Their advance-

ment in forming simulation 
and CATIA design is mov-
ing Fleetwood to the fore-
front of high strength mate-
rial part production.

The bottom line is superb 
quality - the kind of quality 
that has earned Fleetwood 

ratings far better than the industry norms.

The Fleetwood project is a great example of how 
Agracel can partner with a community to achieve 
success for the community and the manufacturer, 
as well as Agracel. 

To learn more visit www.fleetwoodmetal.com
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