
Agracel Selected as Developer for Gestamp Expansion in South Carolina
Agracel was selected by Gestamp as the developer 

of a 182,000 sf 
facility in Union 
County, South 
Carolina.  The 

Agracel project, which is currently under construc-
tion, is part of a large expansion in Union which 
Gestamp formally announced earlier this year that 
will include two buildings encompassing more than 
300,000 sf.  The complete expansion for Gestamp totals 
$129 million dollars in capital investment and is expected 
to create 130 new jobs for the area. The 
expansive growth in Union County is all 
due to an increased demand from existing 
South Carolina original equipment manu-
facturers BMW and Volvo.

With a workforce of more than 34,000 
associates, Gestamp, a Spanish multi-na-
tional engineering company, operates 98 
manufacturing plants worldwide and has 
ten more under construction.  The compa-
ny specializes in the development and manufacturing of 
metal components and structural systems for the auto-
motive industry, utilizing a variety of technologies, includ-
ing hot and cold stamping, hydroforming, laser welding, 

and more.  Gestamp 
also has 12 research 
and development facili-
ties focused on contin-
ued innovation. 

In regard to Gestamp’s 
large expansion of their 
South Carolina pres-

ence, Jeff Wilson, CEO of Gestamp North America, 
states, “This new project multiplies our size in South 
Carolina with a remarkable investment that shows how 
committed we are with our future operations at the Union 
County plant.  The United States is a strategic market for 
us, where we have six plants in five different states, and 
we want to grow in this county with the major car manu-
facturers.  This is an important step forward.”

In a statement from Kyle Edney, Agracel’s Director of 
Development for the Southeast Office, “We could not be 

more pleased that Gestamp entrusted Agracel as their 
development partner to facilitate their continued growth 
in South Carolina.  We are also grateful for all our part-
ners who contributed to making this project a success.”

To learn more about Gestamp visit www.gestamp.com.
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Roll Paper Takes 
Over TQW

International Paper is one of 
Total Quality Warehouse’s 
biggest and longest tenured 
clients.  If you walked into 
our warehouse today you 
would immediately be over-
whelmed by the current 3,177 
rolls of paper weighing in 
at 9,603,774 lbs. and, those 
are just the rolls we have in 
storage as of today!  We cur-
rently have another 512 rolls 
in transit, which will bring 
our in-storage count to 3,689 
rolls.  What is even more 
impressive is that it took 74 
rail cars to bring in those 
3,689 rolls!!

The warehouse has been hum-
ming since January with roll 
paper coming in and being 
shipped to the International 
Paper production facility in 
Shelbyville, Illinois.  The paper 
we are receiving is being 
railed in from three differ-
ent International Paper Mills: 
Texarkana, Texas; Augusta, 
Georgia; and Prosperity, South 
Carolina.   In total, the cur-
rent roll paper count since 
January comes in at 5,298 
rolls with 2,121 rolls shipped 
back out to International Paper 
in Shelbyville.  The roll paper 
stock is primarily a coated 
paperboard stock that is used 
in the making of paper cups, 
food containers, plates, and 
accessories found in foodser-
vice establishments across the 
country.
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Agracel recently completed development of a 77,000 sf Class A office/regional headquarters for a leading pro-
fessional services company in Charleston, South Carolina.  The company provides a broad range of services 
and solutions in management, technology, consulting, and engineering.  Though the company has requested 
their name remain confidential, Agracel is proud to be associated with this client, as well the outstanding de-
sign team assembled for this project.

A long-term lease was signed with the company and the project included a 
34,500 sf office addition, an 8,000 sf connector, an extensive 34,500 sf reno-
vation to an existing facility, and the addition of 450 parking spaces.  Agracel 

was strategically select-
ed to develop the project 
thanks to a longstanding 
relationship with Framp-
ton Construction.  

Kyle Edney, Regional Development Director for our Southeast Of-
fice states, “We are pleased to add a company of this caliber to our 
growing list of clients in the southeast.  As always, the Frampton 
Construction team handled the job in a most professional manner.”

The confidential client was represented by Jones Lang LaSalle.

Agracel Selected as developer for Fortune 500 Company in 
Charleston, South Carolina

Community Profile: 
Jasper, Alabama

The City of Jasper, Alabama, has 
its roots as a trading post in the 
early 1800’s. In 1822, Dr. Gordon 
Musgrove donated the land for 
the town and built a log cabin that 
served as the courthouse, school, 
and church.  The town was named 
in memory of Revolutionary War 
hero Sgt. William Jasper. The city 
was incorporated in 1887.

Jasper serves as the county seat of 
Walker County in northwestern Al-
abama, just 40 miles from the state 
capital of Birmingham. Newly com-
pleted Interstate 22, which connects 
Birmingham to Memphis, Tennes-
see, passes alongside Jasper. Over 
14,000 people reside in Jasper, with 
nearly 65,000 calling Walker County 
home. Walker County is located 
in the middle of 
the Warrior 
Coal Fields, 
one of the 
l a r g e s t 
coal-produc-
ing areas in 
North America. 

A variety of products are manufac-
tured in Jasper, ranging from auto-
motive to poultry to wood. Mar-Jac 
Poultry, providing poultry products 
specifically for the foodservice in-
dustry, employs 750 workers. Jas-
per Lumber, with 150 employees, 
manufactures southern pine lumber. 
HTNA-Hayashi Telempu and Nitto 
Denko are automotive parts manu-
facturers, employing 130 and 100 
workers, respectively. 

Agracel’s eighth investment in the 
State of Alabama is located in Jasper 
– VisTech Manufacturing Solutions. 
VisTech is an automotive supplier, 
supplying interior trim and acous-
tical products.  Agracel purchased 
VisTech’s 67,000 sf facility and 10.5 
acres of land and entered into a 
long-term lease agreement with the 
company. In addition, Agracel also 
purchased another VisTech facility in 
Lebanon, Ohio and is leasing it back 
to the company.

We are pleased to enter the Jasper 
industrial market! Learn more about 
Jasper at www.jaspercity.com.

Economic Update
The National Association of Manufacturers (NAM) is the 
largest manufacturing association in the United States, 
representing manufacturers in every industrial sector 
and in all 50 states. NAM works on behalf of manufac-
turers in America to advance policies that help 
manufacturers do what they do best: create 
economic strength and jobs. We are Agracel are 
faithful followers of NAM. Below are some key 
facts posted by NAM about U.S. manufacturing. 
Learn more about NAM at www.nam.org.

Top Facts About Manufacturing

1.  In the most recent data, manufacturers con-
tributed $2.17 trillion to the U.S. economy in 2015.  In 
2015, manufacturing accounted for 12.1 percent of GDP in 
the economy. (Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis) 

2. For every $1.00 spent in manufacturing, another $1.81 
is added to the economy. That is the highest multiplier 
effect of any economic sector. In addition, for every one 
worker in manufacturing, there are another four employees 
hired elsewhere. (Source: NAM calculations using IMPLAN)

With that said, there is new research suggesting that 
manufacturing’s impacts on the economy are even larger 
than that if we take into consideration the entire manufac-
turing value chain plus manufacturing for other industries’ 

supply chains. Along those lines, it 
estimated the total multiplier effect for 
manufacturing to be $3.60 for every 
$1.00 of value-added output, with 
one manufacturing employee gener-
ating another 3.4 workers elsewhere. 
(Source: Manufacturers Alliance for Productivity 
and Innovation)

3. There are 12.3 million manufac-
turing workers in the United States, accounting for 
9 percent of the workforce. Since the end of the Great 
Recession, manufacturers have hired more than 800,000 
workers. (Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics)

4.  Manufacturers have one of the highest percentages 
of workers who are eligible for health benefits provided 
by their employer. Indeed, 92 percent of manufacturing 



Midwest Acquisition Activity

SEMO, LLC cont.Covering Your World
The John W. Kelsey Business 
and Technology Park in Green-
ville, Illinois recently received 
certification as part of Burlington 
Northern-Sante Fe Railroad’s Cer-
tification Site program. BNSF cer-
tification ensures a site is ready 
for rapid acquisition and develop-
ment. In addition, the 440-acre site 
is listed as a CSX Certified Site, 
making it the only property in the 
United States to earn the develop-
ment-ready designation from two 
Class 1 railroads. Illinois Western 
Railroad, an Agracel affiliate, is lo-
cated in the John W. Kelsey Busi-
ness and Technology Park. 

F r e n c h 
car parts 
s u p p l i -

er Faurecia signed a partnership 
agreement with German company 
ZF to develop interior 
and safety technol-
ogies for self-driv-
ing cards, dubbed 
“the cockpit of the 
future”. Agracel is 
pleased to have both Faurecia and 
ZF as customers. Congratulations 
on this new venture!

Congratulations to our very own 
Brian Nash on being named pres-
ident of the South Carolina Eco-
nomic Developers’ Association for 
2017-2018! Brian serves as vice 
president of development for Agra-
cel’s Southeast office in Spartan-
burg, South Carolina.

Elkhart, IndianaCary, Illinois

employees were eligible for health insurance benefits in 2015. 
This is significantly higher than the 79 percent average for all 
firms. (Source: Kaiser Family Foundation) 

5.  Manufacturers have experienced tremendous growth 
over the past couple decades, making them more “lean” 
and helping them become more competitive global-
ly. Output per hour for all workers in the manufacturing sector 
has increased by more than 2.5 times since 1987. In contrast, 
productivity is roughly 1.7 times greater for all nonfarm busi-
nesses. (Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics) 

6.  Over the next decade, nearly 3½ million manufactur-
ing jobs will likely be needed, and 2 million are expected 
to go unfilled due to the skills gap. Moreover, according to 
a recent report, 80 percent of manufacturers report a mod-
erate or serious shortage of qualified applicants for skilled 
and highly-skilled production positions. (Source: Deloitte and the 
Manufacturing Institute) 

7. Taken alone, manufacturing in the United States would 
be the ninth-largest economy in the world. With $2.1 
trillion in value added from manufacturing in 2014, only eight 

other nations (including the U.S.) would rank higher in terms 
of their gross domestic product. (Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis, 
International Monetary Fund)

8.  Foreign direct investment in manufacturing exceeded 
$1.2 trillion for the first time ever in 2015. Across the past 
decade, foreign direct investment has more than doubled, up 
from $499.9 billion in 2005 to $1,222.9 billion in 2015. (Source: 
Bureau of Economic Analysis)

9.  Manufacturers in the United States perform more than 
three-quarters of all private-sector research and develop-
ment (R&D) in the nation, driving more innovation than 
any other sector. R&D in the manufacturing sector has risen 
from $126.2 billion in 2000 to $229.9 billion in 2014. (Source: 
Bureau of Economic Analysis)

10. Manufacturers Consume more than 30% of the 
nation’s energy consumption. Industrial users con-
sumed 31.5 quadrillion Btu of energy in 2014, or 32 per-
cent of the total. (Source: U.S. Energy Information Administration, Annual 

Energy Outlook 2015)

The first quarter of 2017 proved to once again be a busy 
time in regards acquisitions for the Agracel team.  We 
kicked off the year with two great investment opportu-
nities in the Midwest.  

The first, AMPAC Manufacturing, is a 61,000 sf facility lo-
cated in Cary, Illinois. The location is critical for AMPAC who 
has occupied this facility since 1985 and operates as an 
integral piece in their national operations with several capa-
bilities imperative to their manufacturing process.  AMPAC 
is the world’s leader in creative flexible packaging and prints 
packaging products for a multitude of uses, including stand-
up pouches and rollstock for food and beverages, high-end 
performance flexible packaging for pharmaceutical, health, 
and beauty products, retail bags of all styles for garments 
and more, and security products.  Customers include ma-
jor retailers such as Gap and Target, restaurants, grocer-
ies, convenience stores, and casinos. Ampac is a global 
company with locations in three continents– North America, 
Europe, and Asia – with plants in seven countries, including 
United States, United Kingdom, Germany, Switzerland, and 
Southeast Asia.

Mike Wilson and Erik Foster with Avison Young represented 
the seller.

To learn more about AMPAC visit the web at www.ampacon-
line.com

The second opportunity was a two-building portfolio leased 
to Lake Cable.  The pair of buildings consists of a 126,250 
sf property located in Valparaiso, Indiana and a 55,000 sf fa-
cility in Elkhart, Indiana.  Lake Cable is a privately held wire 
and cable manufacturing company specializing in instru-
mentation, tray, thermocouple, HVAC, fire alarm, broadcast, 
communication, utility and custom made wire products.  The 
company differentiates itself through its highly reliable de-
livery process.  Using a specially designed computer soft-
ware, Lake Cable can track a customer order precisely at 
any point from manufacturing to delivery. 

Alissa Adler, John Homsher, and Paul Tesdal of Podolsky 
Circle CORFAC International represented the seller.

To learn more about Lake Cable visit www.lakecable.com

We are pleased to add both AMPAC and Lake Cable to our 
client list.
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To be the premier provider 
of development services 
to Agurb® communities, 
facilitating and retaining 
manufacturing and hi-tech 
jobs, resulting in a strong 
portfolio of buildings, thus 
creating long-term value for 
our stakeholders.

Agracel’s Mission 
Statement

217.342.4443 ph   
217.342.3299 fax

1.800.600.8085
www.agracel.com

Need to correct name, title, 
or address? Did you receive 
duplicate newsletters or want 
to be removed from our list? 
Please email the changes to 
lhuston@agracel.com.

Featured Client
Sierra International manufactures and distributes a 
wide range of engine and drive parts for all major OEM 
marine engine brands. Every year, Sierra introduc-
es hundreds of new products to keep pace with the 
advances in engine technology. In fact, Sierra has been 
the leading supplier of marine engine and drive parts for 
over 50 years offering more than 6,000 products, celebrat-
ing the half-century milestone in December 2016. Sierra 
International serves as the parts and distribution division 
of SeaStar Solutions, the leading manufacturer of marine 
steering and control systems. SeaStar Solutions and Sierra 

International have operations in Litchfield, Illinois.

In late 2016, the City of Litchfield and CBRE broker Ben 
Haas approached Agracel about assisting Sierra and 
SeaStar Solution in expanding their warehousing operation 
in Litchfield. Agracel agreed to purchase the 100,000 sf 
former Affinia Brakes facility, along with 26.5 acres of land, 
and lease the property back to Sierra on a long-term basis. 
Sierra will invest $350,000 in improvements in the build-
ing that will then serve as their primary warehousing and 
distribution facility. Their plan is to run some 40,000 SKUs 

within the building, with over 200 employees 
shipping products internationally.

Agracel is excited to add Sierra International 
and SeaStar Solutions to our client family. 
Learn more about the companies by visit-
ing www.seastarsolutions.com and www.
sierra50.com. 


