
Agracel to Develop New Facility for Resource Label Group
We are pleased to announce our latest devel-
opment in Tennessee, a new 32,400 sf facil-
ity for Resource Label Group in Bartlett, 
Tennessee.  Bartlett is located within the 
Memphis MSA.  Resource Label currently 
operates out of a facility 
in Memphis.  The full-ser-
vice label company needed 
a larger facility and was also 
looking for a location that 
would be an easier commute 
for most of their employees. 
 

Agracel was 
brought in on the project by 
JESCO Construction.  Earlier 
in the project timeline, JESCO, 
a long-time partner and ally for 
Agracel, had been working with 
Resource Label to discuss con-
struction costs.  JESCO felt the 
project was a great fit for Agracel 
and introduced Resource Label 

to our team.  Construction on the new facility 
is slated to begin this spring with completion 
expected in the fall of 2017.  

Resource Label Group provides 
custom label printing service 
for any complexity and for any 
brand.  Their markets of exper-
tise include: food, beer, canna-
bis, beverage, wine and spirits, 
personal care, health, chemical, 
household, automotive, promo-
tional, and industrial.  With locations across the 

United States and Canada, Resource Label 
Group companies provide nationally scaled print-
ing efficiency and deliver it with local service.   

As part of Resource Label Group’s quest to be 
more than just labels, they 
provide solutions for their 
customers from start to finish 
with a full design team.  Their 
experienced team of profes-
sional label designers has 
d e l i v e r e d 
thousands 
of labels for 

brands nationwide. They have 
also advised third-party design-
ers on printing specs for thou-
sands more. If you need a stun-
ning, eye-catching design, they 
will deliver.

Agracel welcomes Resource 
Label Group to our list of clients.  To learn more 
visit www.resourcelabel.com
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Consolidated 
Communications New 

Acquisition

Consolidated Communications  
Holdings, Inc. announced in 
December 2016 that it had entered 
into an agreement to acquire 
FairPoint Communications, Inc., a 
business and broadband commu-
nications provider. The merger will 
extend CCI’s footprint from 11 to 24 
states including most of Maine, New 
Hampshire, and Vermont, more than 
double their revenue base, and add 
26,000 miles of fiber optic network 
(more than double existing). Twenty-
six hundred FairPoint employees will 
join Consolidated Communications 
team of 1,800. 

Consolidated Communications had 
its start in 1894 as the Mattoon 
Telephone Company. Throughout the 
years, a series of acquisitions and 
mergers shaped what was eventu-
ally to become Illinois Consolidated 
Telephone Company (ICTC). 
Consolidated Communications, Inc. 
(CCI) was established in 1984 as the 
parent company of ICTC. Richard A. 
Lumpkin, great-grandson of found-
er Dr. Iverson Lumpkin, serves as 
Chairman of the Board at CCI.

Agracel is pleased to be a long-time 
partner with CCI, leasing five facilities 
in Coles and Christian Counties in Il-
linois to the company, including their 
headquarters in Mattoon, Illinois.

Congratulations to CCI on their recent 
acquisition and continued growth!



Pickens County, South Carolina will soon be home to a new 50,000 sf build-to-suit facility for JR 
Automation Technologies.  The new facility is being constructed in the Pickens County Commerce 
Park and will be completed in the second quarter of 2017.  This investment will bring an additional 
56 new jobs to the area.  

Established in 1980 and based in Holland, Michigan, JR Automation Technol-
ogies provides custom automated equipment and services to customers in a 
variety of industries, including automotive, aerospace, medical device, phar-
maceutical, food processing, construction, and more.  With more than 850 

employees across eight locations, the company offers state-of-the-art automation solutions, integrating 
technologies, and processes ranging from welding to laser applications to metal and plastics processing, 
to meet its clients’ unique needs.

“We are pleased to announce the launch of our new facility, and we are grateful for all the support we 
have received from the community here in South Carolina. JR’s rapid growth is truly a testament to the 
strength of our relationships with our customers, suppliers, and neighbors, and to the dedication of all our 
employees. We look forward to seeing that growth continue at our new facility,” commented JR Automation 
Technologies CEO, Bryan Jones.

Agracel is pleased to partner with JR Automation and Pickens County to bring this project to fruition. 
 
To learn more visit www.jrauto.com.

Agracel Builds New Facility for JR Automation Technologies

If you are like most of us here at Agracel, you are wondering, “what happened to 2016?” And you are still 
struggling to write 2017. A lot happened at Agracel in 2016, for which we are very thankful. Most notably, 
we celebrated our company’s 30th Anniversary! 

Our loyal readers know that Agracel’s mission is to “become the premier provider of development services 
to Agurb communities, facilitating and retaining manufacturing and hi-tech jobs”. We have facilitated over 
9,000 jobs and developed over 13 million square feet of industrial space in 18 states over our 30 years. 
We have four offices, including our headquarters in Effingham, Illinois; our Southeast Office in Drayton, 
South Carolina; our Midsouth Office in Madison, Mississippi; and our Nashville Office in Thompson Station, 
Tennessee. 

We added the following new companies to our client list throughout 2016:

 Booz Allen Hamilton, Charleston, SC   Grupo Antolin, Nashville, IL
 Comprehensive Logistics Co., Inc., Columbus, MS J.R. Automation, Pickens, SC
 Dynamic Air Engineering, Claremont, NC  Kongsberg Automotive, Milan, TN
 Baxter Enterprises, Westminster, SC   VisTech, Jasper, AL, and Lebanon, OH
 Midwest Acoust-A-Fiber, Delaware, OH

We are excited about 2017 and are looking forward to another great year with our fellow employees and 
our industry partners. Thank you for coming along for the ride!

Welcome to 2017!

TQW Welcomes 
Eric Warner

Eric Warner has 
joined our Total 
Quality Ware-
house team 
as the facility 
manager of the 
Robinson, Illi-
nois warehouse.  
Eric began with 

TQW in October, training under 
Jim Jobe, the facility’s previ-
ous manager who retired in late 
November. Eric hit the ground 
running and has spent a great 
deal of his time thus far on tran-
sitioning the warehouse onto the 
warehouse management system 
(which is currently used in our 
Effingham, Illinois facility.)  

Eric lives in Robinson with his 
wife Cathy.  Together they have 
two children, Laban (5) and 
Emily (24).  Prior to TQW, Eric 
worked as a supervisor at Rowe 
Foundry in Martinsville, Illinois, 
and has also worked in food 
grade warehousing.  

“Eric has been a wonderful addi-
tion to TQW and his fresh eyes 
and perspective are already 
making improvements in our 
Robinson facility,” states Deb 
Kinkelaar, General Manager of 
TQW.  

On behalf of all of us at Agracel, 
Welcome Eric!

Cardinal Glass
Cardinal Glass Industries was 
recently added to Agracel’s 

tenant list 
when they 
signed a 

lease for our 172,000 sf Overpass 
Industrial Building in Mattoon, Il-
linois. Cardinal Glass warehous-
es finished glass products in the 
facility.

Founded in Minneapolis, Min-
nesota, in 1962, Cardinal Glass 
now is an industry leader in the 
development of residential glass 
for windows and doors. Cardinal 
Glass has more than 6,000 em-
ployees located around the Unit-
ed States.



Memphis MSA

Covering Your World
C o n g r a t u -
lations to 
Joe Max 
Higgins, his 
staff, and 
the entire 
Golden Tri-
angle re-
gion of east 
central Mis-

sissippi on their recent nation-
al exposure on the CBS news 
magazine 60 Minutes! The 
Golden Triangle Region en-
compasses the communities of 
Columbus, Starkville, and West 
Point. A big part of the allure of 
the area is the fact that 6,000 
new jobs have been added, 
along with $6 billion in capital 
investment. Agracel has had 
the privilege to work with Joe 
Max and the Golden Triangle 
Development Link on numer-
ous projects in the region, and 
we look forward to doing so for 
years to come. To view the vid-
eo, Google Joe Max Higgins + 
60 Minutes.

L o n g t i m e 
A g r a c e l 
friend and 
b a n k i n g 
partner John 
Hedges offi-
cially retired 
in December 
from his role 
as Senior 

Vice President & Chief Cred-
it Officer with First-Mid Illinois 
Bank.  John retires from First-
Mid after 17 years.  However, 
Agracel’s relationship with John 
began in 1994 when John (then 
at a bank in Decatur) financed 
the Southeastern Contain-
er project in Effingham.   This 
project was our second indus-
trial loan deal and was larger 
than any of the local banks 
could handle.  Looking back, 
this transaction catapulted 
Agracel’s growth in the indus-
trial development arena.  John 
put faith in what was then an 
inexperienced industrial devel-
opment firm.  In the following 
years, John continued to put 
his trust in Agracel, financing 
many other deals.  On behalf of 
all of us at Team Agracel, thank 
you John and congratulations 
on your retirement.  See you on 
the golf course!     

Cablofil-Legrand North America is one of Agracel’s longest tenured clients. During the summer 
of 2000, Agracel’s Development Team worked with Cablofil to build their new U.S. headquarters 
in Mascoutah, Illinois, in the Metro East St. Louis region. Over the past 16 years, expansions and 
remodels have taken place on the now 76,300 sf office, manufacturing, and warehousing facility, where 54 
workers are employed.

As the original inventor and global lead-
er in wire mesh cable tray for over 60 
years, Cablofil has over 125,000 miles 
installed worldwide. Cablofil manufac-
tures their products in seven coun-
tries for world-wide distribution. Their 
products can be found in manufacturing 
facilities, hospitals, museums, schools, 
shopping centers, and airports, along 
with numerous other applications. 

Cablofil-Legrand North America

Olive Branch, MS 

While Agracel typically does not develop projects 
in MSA’s (metropolitan statistical area), we could 
not pass up a couple of opportunities that pre-
sented in the Memphis MSA in 2016. The Memphis 
area is known as America’s distribution hub, thanks 
in part to being the headquarters of Federal Express. 
Memphis International Airport is the busiest cargo air-
port in the United States. In addition, Memphis is one 
of the country’s largest intermodal centers, including 
being the third largest trucking corridor; the fourth 
largest inland port; and the third largest in Class I 
railroad services. 

During 2016, more than 5 million square feet of devel-
opment was under construction on 15 new locations 
and 10 industrial expansions. Vacancy rates are their 
lowest in five years in the MSA. Some 2,300 new jobs 
were created.

Memphis is situated along the Mississippi River 
in southwestern Tennessee. The MSA includes 10 
counties in three states (Tennessee, Mississippi, and 
Arkansas). Over 1.3 million people live within the 
MSA, which has seen consistent population growth 
over the past 16 years. 

As noted earlier, Agracel recently closed on two 
projects located in the Memphis MSA. The first is the 
former Brinkman facility in Olive Branch, Mississippi. 
This 258,300 sf concrete building is currently in its 
final stages of redevelopment and is on the market 
for lease or sale. Our second project is a new devel-
opment in Bartlett, Tennessee, for Resource Label 
Group. Read more about this project on Page 1 of 
this issue.

“We appreciate Agracel’s investment in our com-
munities and are glad they have joined us during 
this time of tremendous growth in our region,” stat-
ed Jim Flanagan, President/CEO of the DeSoto 
County Economic Development Council in Hernando, 
Mississippi.

We are excited to add these projects to our portfolio! 
The growth and development in the Mid-South region 
continues to impress us. With the location of our 
Nashville Office, led by Daniel Webb, and our Mid-
South Office in Madison, Mississippi, led by Justyn 
Dixon, we see great potential to attract outside invest-
ments. 
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To be the premier provider 
of development services 
to Agurb® communities, 
facilitating and retaining 
manufacturing and hi-tech 
jobs, resulting in a strong 
portfolio of buildings, thus 
creating long-term value for 
our stakeholders.
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217.342.4443 ph   
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In June 2016, Lonesome Tree Properties, LLC purchased 3.15 acres of land adjacent to Agracel’s Profes-
sional Plaza buildings in Bentonville, Arkansas. Later in the year, Lonesome Tree Properties, LLC came 
back to Agracel, requesting to purchase an additional 3.78 acres of property adjacent to the previously 
purchased land. The property is situated next to the Bentonville Municipal Airport.

With the land sales to Lonesome Tree Properties, LLC complete, Agracel now owns four acres of property, 
which includes our two Professional Plaza facilities. 

Agracel Sells Bentonville, AR Land

Sold Land

New Agracel Clients

Booz Allen Hamilton, Charleston, SC
Build-to-Suit/Leaseback  77,000 sf

Kongsberg Automotive, Milan, TN
Acquisition/Leaseback  214,023 sf

Comprehensive Logistics, Columbus, MS  
Leaseback  100,000 sf   


