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Agracel is pleased to feature the Community Development 
Foundation of Tupelo and Lee County, Mississippi as our de-
velopment partner.  The Community Development Foundation 
(CDF) is the local Economic & Community Development or-
ganization for Tupelo and Lee County and serves as the local 

Chamber of Commerce.  The organiza-
tion has a rich heritage in the North-
east Mississippi area and has been at 
the heart of economic and community 
growth in the region for the past 60 
years.  One of the largest contributions 
CDF has made is the collaboration with 
government in the establishment of 
nine industrial parks in the area.  The 
CDF has been characterized by many 

as an organization that is at the center of innovation, as well 
as a significant creative force in rural American economic and 
community development.  The organization is headed by Da-
vid Rumbarger.

The CDF is most noted however for its role as the marketing 
wing of a state-wide effort to recruit Toyota Motor Sales to 
the Wellspring Project site located in Blue Springs, Mississip-
pi.  The Wellspring Project began in September 2001 as the 
PUL Alliance (Pontotoc, Union, and Lee County) and was ap-
proved in 2003 under state legislation allowing collaboration 
between multi-governmental jurisdictions for major econom-
ic development purposes. This was the State of Mississippi’s 
first regional economic development alliance.  This TVA certi-
fied mega-site was chosen by Toyota in February 2007. The 
$1.3 billion facility is currently producing the Toyota Corolla. 
 
Agracel recently purchased a 303,200 SF manufacturing fa-
cility owned by the CDF.  The facility, occupied by Advanced 
Innovations, is located in the Harry A. Martin North Lee In-
dustrial Complex.  As part of the transaction Agracel acquired 
a long term lease of the facility with the tenant.   Agracel has 
a longstanding relationship with the CDF and was happy to 
partner with them in completing this transaction. 

“The CDF is an exemplary group.  They truly have a handle on 
what successful economic development is all about”, stated 
Todd Thoman, Agracel’s Director of Business Development.

For more information on the Community Development Foun-
dation go to www.cdfms.org
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In 2008 when Agracel built the speculative facility in the 
already thriving Columbus, Mississippi area, we suspect-
ed that the community was just on the brink of their 
development potential.  And boy, were we right!  Since 
then, incredible projects have fallen like dominoes for 
this progressive region.

Most recently, Wisconsin based CalStar purchased the 
100,000 SF Agracel spec building and will be invest-
ing $8 million to establish a manufacturing facility.  The 
building is located in the Golden Triangle Industrial Park.  
Build-out of the facility is scheduled to begin this sum-
mer.

CalStar Products, Inc. develops and manufactures sus-
tainable building products that allow green architects and 
specifiers to dramatically reduce the energy and CO2 foot-
print of their projects and incorporate significant recycled 
materials, 
w i t h o u t 
c o m p r o -
m i s i n g 
b u i l d i n g 
p e r f o r -
mance or 
budge t s . 
Ca lStar ’s 
bricks and pavers have been recognized by Architectural 
Record as one of the outstanding new building products 
of the year and Editor’s Pick in the Concrete, Masonry, 
and Exterior Improvements category.

The Columbus plant will produce the full line of CalStar’s 
masonry products including bricks, pavers, Thru-Wall 
units, and cast stone.  According to CalStar CEO Joel 
Rood, “CalStar needs the new capacity to accommodate 
its expanding product offerings.  Columbus is an ideal 
setting for the new plant, with a central location in the 
South, an able labor force, and strong government and 
business leadership.”

Initially, CalStar plans on creating 17 jobs with its cen-
sus expected to increase to 58 over the next three years.  
Congratulations to Columbus, Mississippi on landing an-
other great project!  

To learn more about CalStar visit www.calstarproducts.com.

Community Development Foundation of Tupelo/Lee County



Activity continues to boom in Agracel’s Historic Hills Development. According to Paul Gutman, owner of Legacy Harley 
Davidson, the company’s increased pre-owned bike sales has necessitated an expansion of the operation.  Legacy is 
currently in the midst of building a 4,800 SF facility for storage of their pre-owned motorcycle inventory.
  
We could not be happier with the beautiful homes that continue to develop in Historic Hills.  Over the past few months 
we have gained five new property owners with two 
slated to start construction this year.  In fact, our 
first two phases of development has just 11 lots 
remaining.  We are currently in the early stages of 
meeting with engineers to plan phase three.  As 
part of phase three we are looking at the feasibility 
of a two-tiered lake.  If you have questions regard-
ing lot availability and pricing e-mail Ryan Witges 
at rwitges@agracel.com or call 217-342-4443.

Historic HillsPark Activity

Economic Update

It feels like it is in the bottom of the first inning and we’ve got the bases loaded.  This is the best way that I’ve come 
to think about a megatrend that would have been almost unthinkable even five years ago.  The USA is starting to see 
a major resurgence in new and reshored plants being built, driven by a few key factors but primarily our incredibly low 
natural gas prices when compared to the rest of the world.  Savings of 70 to 90% in energy costs for most industries is a 
game changer. The economics of those savings is a winning formula even when contrasted to the dysfunction in DC and 
barriers they are erecting with higher costs, taxes, and regulations.

The chemical industry alone has over $100 billion in new projects being built, mostly in the energy and infrastructure rich 
Texas and Louisiana Gulf Coast.  Companies like ExxonMobil, Dow Chemical, Sasol, Chevron, Methanex, Formosa Plastics, 
and EuroChem are just a few of the firms that have announced new plants in the past year.  

Even Saudi Basic Industries, the world’s largest petrochemical maker, is rumored to be close to announcing a new US 
plant.  Its CEO Mohamed Al-Mady said at a July 21st press conference in Riyadh, “It is very important that Sabic is not 
left out from investment in the U.S.”

Methanex, the Canadian firm that is the world’s largest producer of methanol, is spending over $1 billion to dismantle two 
Chilean factories and rebuild them in Geismar, Louisiana.  They aren’t making that major move for short term results.  
They see the tsunami in world energy moving toward the USA and are restructuring to be on the front end.

The chemical industry is the first industry that is taking advantage of the cost differential but many others, also big en-
ergy users, will follow.  We currently are working projects in a number of different industries that are in some way related 
to energy or in which energy is a major cost.  

This radical change in energy markets is being driven by hydraulic fracking, a technology that was developed in the 40s 
but was greatly refined by George Mitchell, who passed away in July.  

Robert Bauer, head of the Illinois State Geological Survey pointed out why the technology is such a game changer at a 
recent Fracking Conference in Rend Lake, Illinois, “Most oil exploration was based upon looking for abnormalities, like 
caps deep in the earth that trapped oil and gas that had escaped from the source rock.  Fracking taps directly into that 
source rock of shale and is why in places like North Dakota drillers have a 99% success rate with new wells.  It could be 
that we’ve only tapped 5% of the oil and gas in the world and this is the major technological game changer.”

Leonardo Maugeri, a former oil industry executive and now a senior fellow at Harvard University wrote in June why the 
USA is in the preeminent position for world domination in “The Shale Oil Boom:  A U. S. Phenomenon.”  Such factors as 
the large independent oil industry centered in this country, number of drilling rigs (60% of global availability), private 
ownership of mineral rights, improvements in drilling productivity (up 100%+ in last five years), and general access to 
risk capital are all reasons why he sees the USA maintaining the significant lead in this new technology.

We’re seeing the impact of this megatrend in our daily dealings with manufacturing prospects.  We foresee it continuing 
and believe that it will accelerate in coming years.  Fun times!

Bases Loaded, Bottom of the First!

Legacy 
Harley Davidson



Battle Creek, MI

In 1825, a skirmish between government surveyors 
and local Indians near a stream led to the stream being 
name Battle Creek. The settlement of Battle Creek, ini-
tially known as Milton, was founded in 1931, at the con-
fluence of the Battle Creek and Kalamazoo rivers, eight 
miles from the 1825 battle site. The village began as a 
market and mill center for prairie farmers.

Battle Creek, with a population of 52,347, is located in 
Calhoun County, population 136,145, in southwestern 
Michigan.  Interstates 94 and 69 intersect near the cen-
ter of the county. The Kalamazoo/Battle Creek Interna-
tional Airport provides commercial air services.

As the birthplace of the cereal industry, Battle Creek be-
came known as the “Cereal City” in the early twenti-
eth century when more than 80 cereal companies were 
established, manufacturing cereal products made from 
corn, wheat, rice, or oats. Most of the small cereal com-
panies disappeared by 1910, but Battle Creek remained 
the cereal capital of the world as Kellogg, Ralston, and 
Post products became staples on the breakfast table 
around the world.

Today, Kellogg and Post, a division of Kraft Foods, Inc., 
remain among the largest manufacturing employers in 
Battle Creek, with more than 1,700 and 1,200 employ-
ees, respectively. Other large manufacturing employers 
include Denso Manufacturing, a maker of automotive 
air conditioning and engine coolant systems, with 2,000 
workers; II Stanley Company, Inc. with 900 employees 
manufacturing lighting and electronic products for auto-
motive applications; and TRMI, Inc., a manufacturer of 
electrical automotive switches, with 900 workers. More 
than 14,000 workers are employed in the manufacturing 
sector in Calhoun County.

Agracel’s CEO Jack Schultz and President Dean Bing-
ham recently visited Battle Creek to attend the Grand 
Opening for Janesville Acoustics’ newest manufacturing 
plant, a 300,000 SF former distribution center, convert-
ed to manufac-
ture automotive 
acoustical prod-
ucts. Agracel 
purchased the 
facility and is 
leasing it back 
to Janesville 
Acoustics. The 
plant will have 
over 200 employees in the first quarter of 2014. We are 
excited to have the opportunity to work with Janesville 
Acoustics and the leaders of Battle Creek.

For more information about Battle Creek, visit www.bat-
tlecreekmi.gov, www.heritagebattlecreek.org, and www.
battlecreekvisitors.org. 

TQW  - Ace Products Group

We’re quickly approaching the ten-year anniversary of a 
long-term pick/pack/ship fulfillment relationship with Ace 
Products Group, an importer/exporter of musical instru-
ment accessories.  Long-term 3PL relationships like this 
are becoming more commonplace because of the benefits 
for the 3PL, the client, and also for their customers.  TQW 
is especially vested in the growth and success of customers 
like Ace Products because they are committed to working 
with us to accomplish a mutual goal of providing products 
to their customers. 
 
That communica-
tion and acceptance 
of the common goal 
is vital to making a 
long-term 3PL rela-
tionship work.  We 
talk daily with the staff at Ace Products about details re-
garding shipments but also about how we can work togeth-
er to streamline processes between our offices; timelines 
and steps involved in changing a carrier or new guidelines 
for shipping to a unique customer; additional activities that 
we can manage for them so that their staff can focus on 
sales; and quality control on their products because we are 
truly their eyes when it comes to any changes that occur 
with imported product, packaging, and labeling.  The TQW 
staff even watches for inconsistencies like the same item 
appearing on multiple lines of an order that could indicate 
a data entry error by Ace so that their customers get the 
right product, packed well, and shipped quickly.
  
TQW routinely handles repackaging, labeling, and quality 
control projects for Ace Products which begin with a de-
tailed listing of each process step so that Ace is aware of 
all labor activities.  This allows us to discuss opportunities 
for them to save labor dollars based on their needs.  It also 
helps us to allocate warehouse labor because we have a 
more accurate calculation of the overall time that will be 
required.
   
There are some other requirements for making a long-term 
relationship like the one we have with Ace Products work.  
Daily communication is key – and that brings its own re-
wards because we’ve worked with some great people at 
Ace.  Establishing trust on both sides is crucial and that 
develops after working through both the good and bad ex-
periences.  Agreeing to both parties’ performance metrics 
is vital, but so is a willingness to be flexible.  Give-and-take 
goes a long way toward ensuring any successful long-term 
relationship.  Finally, at the end of the day, Ace and TQW 
both make a habit of saying “thank you” and patting each 
other on the back for all of the great work we’re doing to-
gether – and that’s a benefit we all appreciate.



Did you know...

Agracel has a Facebook page!
Go to www.facebook.com/Agracel and click

Jack Schultz tweets! Follow him at 
www.twitter.com/jackschultz.
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Agracel was pleased to have Mariah Story join us for an internship this summer.  
Mariah is a past student in the CEO (Creating Entrepreneurial Opportunities) Class 

in Effingham. This fall, Mariah will begin her junior year of college at the University of 
Alabama in Tuscaloosa, where she will continue her pursuit of a Business Degree with 
a major in marketing and a minor in accounting. We thank Mariah for helping us this 
summer and wish her the best of success in the future!

In June 2013, Illinois Governor Pat Quinn, with overwhelming approval from the 
Illinois Legislature, signed legislation to regulate fracking in the state of Illinois. 

The law is now seen as the nation’s strictest for oil and gas drilling. Illinois is the first 
state to require fracking companies to disclose the specific chemicals used both before and after fracking occurs. Illinois will 
also be the first to mandate companies conduct water testing throughout the entire fracking process.

Agracel posts a weekly ezine called The Agurban which features news and stories you may find of interest as economic 
and community developers. To sign up, visit www.agracel.com and click on The Agurban in the lower left corner.

Want Quick Access to Agracel Buildings & Services?
There is an App for that!

Agracel now offers the Agracel App for iPads 
which can easily be downloaded from the iTunes 

store. Find us under the business section.


