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We are pleased to feature the Golden 
Triangle Regional Development LINK 
in this issue of the Development Quar-
terly.  Mississippi’s Golden Triangle is a 
region which encompasses the cities of 
Columbus, Starkville and West Point and 
the counties of Lowndes, Clay and Ok-
tibbeha. Possessing a rich abundance of 
resources that are unique to each com-

munity, combined, these resources make the Golden 
Triangle an economic development powerhouse. The 
question has been proposed hundreds of times over 
the past 10 years, “Wouldn’t it be great to combine 
Columbus, Starkville and West Point’s economic devel-
opment organizations and have a Golden Triangle orga-
nization?” The answer has always been, “This is not the 
right time.” The stars aligned in early 2012 when first 
West Point, then Starkville, found themselves without 
an economic developer.  The leaders of the Columbus-
Lowndes Development LINK , which operates both the 
Columbus-Lowndes Chamber of Commerce and the 
economic development organization, were approached  
by West Point about the possibility of contracting with 
the LINK to manage their economic development ef-
forts. After many hours of negotia-
tions, an agreement was reached, 
and the LINK became the economic 
development representative for West 
Point-Clay County. Starkville then be-
gan strongly considering joining the 
LINK along with West Point. 
 
A steering committee made up of Joe 
Higgins, CEO of the LINK, the LINK’s 
chairman and vice chairman, two 
West Point representatives and three Starkville repre-
sentatives, was formed to investigate the pros, cons, 
cans and cannots of forming a regional organization. 
After a month and a half of weekly meetings, the group 
had answers to all the questions. Hundreds of people 
filed through the halls of East Mississippi Community 
College to be the first to hear the committee’s findings 
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Our faith in the state of Mississippi remains steadfast 
with our most recent purchase of the 137,700 SF Mis-
sissippi Steel Processing (MSP) operation in Colum-

bus.  The facility 
sits on the cam-
pus of Severstal 
North America, 
one of the largest 

steelmakers in the United States.
  
MSP is a new company committed to service excel-
lence in toll processing, storage and logistics, and first-
stage fabrication of hot band and HRPO. The location, 
adjacent to Severstal Columbus, and in close proxim-
ity to other major mills, makes them the processor of 
choice for steel distributors and mill-direct customers 
through-
out the 
South.
  
The op-
e r a t i o n 
is expe-
riencing 
tremendous growth and therefore Agracel will be add-
ing an additional 107,715 SF of building as well as a 
200,000 SF trailer staging area.  The building expan-
sion includes a 43,200 SF rail served coil storage and 
processing bay, a 46,665 SF finished goods storage 
building, and a 17,850 SF finished goods/manufactur-
ing building.   As part of the purchase and expansion 
transactions, MSP has entered into a 20 year lease 
with Agracel.  Malouf Construction of Starkville, Mis-
sissippi, has been selected as the contractor.

Agracel is thrilled to be making our second invest-
ment in Columbus.  Our first project was a 100,000 
SF speculative facility.  We have a longstanding rela-
tionship with the Golden Triangle Development Link 
(formerly Columbus-Lowndes Development Link) and 
its CEO, Joe Max Higgins.  “The Golden Triangle De-
velopment Link is the premier example of a successful 
public/private partnership.  They are the reason why 
we are doing deals in Columbus, Mississippi, today,” 
states Todd Thoman, Director of Business Develop-
ment, Agracel, Inc.  

Golden Triangle Regional Development LINK

Mississippi Steel Processing, LLC

continued on page 2

Joe Max Higgins, Jr.



Agracel is pleased to announce our third development in the state of Kentucky, with the acquisition of the 
109,000 SF OMICO Plastics facility.  The facility is located in Owens-
boro, Kentucky.  

OMICO Plastics is a leading manufacturer of quality blow-molded 
plastic parts and assemblies.  They supply a range of industries in-
cluding automotive, appliance and food services. OMICO is a full ser-
vice supplier, providing services such as research and development, 
design and manufacturing, to Statistical Process Control, testing, and 
shipping.  The company’s client list includes companies such as GE, 
Whirlpool, and Mitsubishi.

The acquisition is accompanied by a long term lease with OMICO. To learn more about Agracel’s Acquisition/
Leaseback services, contact Ryan Witges at Agracel, rwitges@agracel.com. 

Agracel Acquires Facility in Owensboro, Kentucky
Acquisition Activity

and recommendations for a regional economic development 
organization. The findings were: YES, the formation of a re-
gional organization is feasible. YES, funding sources have been 
identified. YES, more staff must be hired. YES, the endeavor 
will not be easy.  YES, Joe Higgins MUST be the leader and craft 
the new organization into a well-oiled economic development 
machine.  The final piece to the Golden Triangle puzzle was for 
Starkville to make the decision. With the approval of the com-
munities in hand, Higgins set out to assemble his team. 

While the search was on to find an economic developer for 
West Point, Higgins and his existing ED team, Lowndes County 
Vice President, Brenda Lathan, and Director of Research and 

Development, Jennifer Pridmore, hit the ground running. They submitted proposals, catalogued available 
buildings, met with engineers, architects and city/county officials. A parcel of land (1120 acres) was iden-
tified that met all the requirements of a megasite...big power, big water, big sewer and access to great 
transportation. The Tennessee Valley Authority was engaged to develop a master plan for the site and the 
Tombigbee River Valley Water Management District was enlisted to assist with environmental and geotech-
nical testing. By the time all of these tasks were accomplished, Ron Maloney was on board as the new vice 
president of economic development for West Point-Clay County. The organization’s name was then changed 
to the Golden Triangle Development LINK, and the new economic development team, along with the rest 
of the LINK staff, came together to develop a name for the 1120-acre site. The Prairie Belt Powersite was 
formed, and Clay County is now positioned to pursue multiple projects, especially mega projects.

Starkville’s leadership signed on the dotted line a short time later and the process began all over again. Joey 
Deason, a financial genius and former Mississippi Development Authority CFO, was hired to lead economic 
development activities in Starkville/Oktibbeha County and act as the LINK’s COO; and the same process 
used to evaluate the West Point-Clay County assets began in Oktibbeha County. If, at the end of the current 
contracts, everyone is please with the results, the Mississippi State Legislature will be asked to approve 
the formation of a new organization, the Golden Triangle Development Authority--a truly regional economic 
development organization.  

Agracel looks forward to partnering with this economic development powerhouse on many more endeavors.  

Congratulations to Joe Max Higgins and his team on orchestrating an incredible organization.
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Kotobukiya Treves North America (KTNA) built their first U.S. 
manufacturing plant in Scottsboro, Alabama, in 2007. The Japa-
nese/French auto parts supplier was seeking a location in north-
ern Alabama in order to be closer to a key customer, Nissan 
Motor Company, located in Tennessee. KTNA manufactures floor 
carpet, underlay acoustic parts, dash insulators, and floor mats. 
Agracel worked with the Jackson County (AL) Economic Develop-
ment Authority and KTNA to bring their 36,000 SF manufactur-
ing facility to the Jackson County Industrial Park.

Fast forward six years, and KTNA is ready for the next stage in 
the company’s growth plan – an already completed 18,000 SF 
expansion. New contracts with Tier 1 and 2 auto suppliers that 
required the purchase of additional machinery necessitated the 
need for the ex-
tra space. Pres-
ently, there are 
27 employees      
working two  
shifts. Now with 
the additional 
space more 
workers will be hired, and a third shift will be added. KTNA ex-
pects to have over 50 employees by early 2014. 

Agracel congratulates KTNA on their continued success and 
growth in Jackson County, and we look forward to the next stage 
in their growth plan.

KTNA, Scottsboro, Alabama

Camden, South Carolina

Camden, South Carolina has a long 
history. Founded in 1733, Camden 
is the oldest inland city in South 
Carolina. During the Revolutionary 
War, British General Lord Cornwallis 
and his troops occupied the city for 

over a year. In 1780, the British scored a major victory 
over the American forces at the Battle of Camden. This 
loss would be the worst American defeat of the Revolu-
tion.

Since 1930, 
C a m d e n ’ s 
S p r i n g d a l e 
Race Course 
has been 
home to the 
Carolina Cup, 
a well-known 
steeplechase horse race. This time honored South Caro-
lina tradition, held each spring, has achieved premier 
social event status, bringing in over 70,000 visitors to 
enjoy a day of racing and tailgating. A second major 
horse race is held at the famed course each fall, as a 
grand finale to the race season. For this reason, Camden 
is known as “The Steeplechase Capital of the World”, and 
is home to the National Steeplechase Museum.

Located in Kershaw County, Camden is just 20 minutes 
from the Columbia metropolitan area, at the intersection 
of State Routes 1 and 521/601, just off Interstate 20. 
Camden is home to 6,838 residents, while 61,697 call 
Kershaw County home.  According to Kershaw County 
Economic Development Director Peggy McLean, 2012 
was a very active year. “More than $33 million in new 
investment and an estimated 100 jobs were brought to 
Kershaw County in 2012. We anticipate it will be strong 
in 2013.”

Kershaw County enjoys a diverse lineup of world-class 
advanced manufacturing and distribution companies, 
including Target Distribution Center; Dana Corporation; 
Haier; and Ahlstrom. 

Agracel has had a long-standing partnership with some 
local investors seeking further industrial development in 
Camden and Kershaw County. The partnership resulted 
in a 75,000 SF shell spec building located in the Steeple-
chase Industrial Park. For more information about the 
spec building, contact Kyle Edney, Agracel’s Regional Di-
rector of Business Development for the Carolina Region 
at kedney@agracel.com or 828.243.3142.

To learn more about Camden and Kershaw County, visit 
www.cityofcamden.org and www.kershawcountysc.org.

TQW ‘s Community Stewardship

The team at TQW had the opportunity to assist Effingham 
Area Girl Scouts with this year’s cookie delivery.  TQW donat-
ed the space to allow the local troop leaders a spacious place 

with a dock so 
all of the cookies 
could be sorted 
in an organized 
fashion. 
 
“Deb, I wanted to 
let you know we 
had an EXEPTION-
AL cookie delivery 
experience this 
year and we owe 

the majority of that to you and your team at TQW.”- Angie 
Koester, Service Unit Cookie Manager.
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On January 24th, Agracel opened the doors of our new office for a     
Chamber After Hours Event. The event was well received with nearly 

200 people joining in the festivities.  Our guests were greeted in the lobby 
which gives an industrial feel showcasing an exposed ceiling, reclaimed 
brick, and steel accents.  The new office also includes a fully equipped 
gym and a full kitchen.

Late in 2012 we set up the Agracel Employee Stock Ownership Plan 
(ESOP), which purchased 10% of the company stock from existing 

shareholders.  This ESOP, five years in the planning, is both a way to 
greatly reward the many loyal and long term employees (now partners!!!) 
and is part of our VERY long-term succession planning at Agracel.  Team 
Agracel is excited about the future of our company and look forward to the rewards of company ownership.

Hank Koester was recently promoted to President of the Teutopolis State Bank in Teutopolis, Illinois.  Hank has been 
with the Teutopolis State bank since 1996.  Congratulations Hank!

Marcel Wagner recently joined the Great River Economic Development Foundation (GREDF) as the organization’s new    
president.  Marcel comes to GREDF with 21 years of experience as the President and CEO of the Allen Economic Devel-

ment Group in Lima, Ohio.  Agracel congratulates Marcel and 
looks forward to our continued relationship with GREDF.

Eliason Corporation, Agracel’s tenant in Portage, Michi-
gan, has been acquired by Chase Doors.  Chase Doors is 

the world’s oldest, largest, and most progressive manufactur-
er of double-acting impact traffic doors and specialty doors.  

Want Quick Access to Agracel Buildings & Services?
There is an App for that!

Agracel now offers the Agracel App for iPads 
which can easily be downloaded from the iTunes 

store. Find us under the business section.


