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Current Activity

Arett Sales Corporation

It’s always a good day at Agracel when we add
a new client to our portfolio! In late April, Arett
Sales Corporation signed a long-term lease for
140,440 SF of space in the former Dolco Packaging facility in Troy, Ohio.
Arett Sales will be utilizing the space as a distribution center. As part of the
agreement, Agracel will be
improving 19 docks in the
220,000 SF building.
Arett Sales Corporation distributes lawn and
garden hard goods and outdoor living supplies
to garden centers, hardware stores, and home
centers in 21 states. The company was founded
in 1953 with the unique concept of distributing exclusively to the retail garden center. Arett
Sales is headquartered in Pennsauken, New Jersey, and also has another warehouse in Bristol,
Connecticut.
With Arett Sales’ lease in place, only 80,000 SF
of space remains in the Troy, Ohio, facility. To
inquire about the available space, contact Ryan
Witges at Agracel.

Front Page News

Classic Equine Equipment

Agracel is pleased to announce our third development in
the State of Missouri, with the acquisition of the 127,500 SF
Classic Equine Equipment Facility. The facility is located in
Fredericktown, Missouri, approximately an hour and a half
south of St. Louis.
Founded in 1991, Classic Equine is a leading designer and
manufacturer of quality rail systems, barn components, exercisers, and accessories relating to the equine industry.
The company sells its products through a direct sales force
of six individuals and an independent dealer network. In
addition, each year a product catalog is mailed to all potential customers. Principal products of the company include:
horse stalls, barn doors, barn windows, flooring and mats,
exercisers and treadmills, and barn accessories.
This unique company has a database of over 45,000 customers and potential customers. Approximately 50% of revenues come from repeat customers. Interestingly enough, no
customer accounts for more than 6% of the total revenue.
Customers
i n c l u d e
e q u e s trian
enthusiasts,
equestrian
facilities,
police departments,
universities,
and
other institutional customers. Some of the finest barns and facilities
in North America include Classic Equine’s stalls and equipment. Classic Equine’s customer list includes Purina Mills,
Stanford University, Texas A&M, Budweiser Clydesdales
Breeding Center, the United States Equestrian Federation,
and the Houston Police Mounted Patrol, just to name a few.
For more information on Classic Equine visit www.classicequine.com

Economic Update

Manufacturing Day 2013

October 4, 2013, was celebrated as the second annual Manufacturing Day. The designation was designed to showcase
the importance of manufacturing to the nation’s economy and to draw attention to the many rewarding high-skill jobs in
manufacturing fields. The Fabricators and Manufacturers Association, International, the National Association of Manufacturers, the Manufacturing Institute, the National Institute of Standards and Technology’s Hollings Manufacturing Extension Partnership, and Industrial Strength Marketing serve as a panel of co-producers to provide centralized support and
coordination for a broad array of simultaneous events.
Manufacturing Day brings together manufacturers to host students, teachers, parents, job
seekers, and other local community members at open houses designed to showcase modern
manufacturing technology and careers.
In our local community of Effingham, Illinois, the Effingham County Chamber of Commerce,
the City of Effingham, and the Effingham County Economic Development Foundation, sponsored the first Manufacturing Day in the county. Ten manufacturing firms participated in
Manufacturing Day by opening their doors to Effingham County and area high school students and offering tours of their facilities. More than 150 students learned about job and
career opportunities, and also the skills and educational requirements needed for those positions.
The most recent Skills Gap Report from the National Association of Manufacturers showed that 67% of manufacturers
reported a moderate to severe shortage of available qualified workers; and 56% of manufacturers anticipated the shortage to grow worse in the next three to five years. We need to get the message out that today’s manufacturing jobs are
high-tech and high-skilled, and filled with high paying job opportunities.
Agracel’s own CEO, Jack Schultz, has been on the road again, participating in the presentation of a topic that is near and
dear to his heart – BoomtownUSA’s Millennials and the CEO program. Jack partnered with Craig Lindvahl in more than 20
talks throughout 2013. While Jack will still be available on a limited basis in 2014, Craig will lead the charge in continuing
to share the message about the new “greatest generation”, the Millennials, and the program that can help shape them.
Read on for more information about Craig…

Spotlight on Craig Lindvahl
Craig Lindvahl is a nationally recognized educator and filmmaker. In more than thirty years
of teaching, he has taught every grade from k-12, and his work as a filmmaker and musician
has taken him to nearly 20 countries and allowed him to work with young people from more
than 25 countries.
As an educator, Craig is a recipient of the prestigious Milken National Educator Award, has
been honored by a number of universities, and has twice been recognized as a finalist for Illinois Teacher of the Year. His television work has been seen nationally on PBS and the Major
League Baseball Network, and has been recognized with multiple awards, including twelve Mid
America Emmy Awards and the Studs Terkel Award for contributions to the humanities.
Craig has developed and taught a unique, accredited high school course on entrepreneurship called CEO (Creating Entrepreneurial Opportunities). Now in its sixth year, CEO connects students and business people in real meaningful ways.
The students not only write multiple business plans, but also start and run an actual business during the school year. As
a result of his work with the innovative CEO class in Effingham, Illinois, he was named the Illinois “teacher-preneur” of
the year.
The Speaking Tour
Everyone agrees that communities need to connect with their young people in real and meaningful ways. Once you hear
Craig speak, you’ll understand why the CEO program is so successful. The same wit and wisdom that inspired high school
students to show up early for a 7:30 am class can be applied to change the way your young people view your community.
His dynamic leadership is behind the expansion of the CEO Program, which is now in six communities across Illinois and
Indiana, and poised for implementation around the country.
In this lively and powerful presentation, Craig will show you how to connect with millennials in a way that can transform
them and your community. Interested in bringing Craig to your community? Contact Lisa Huston at 217-342-4443 or
lhuston@agracel.com for more information.

DeWitt, IA
DeWitt, Iowa, county seat of Clinton County, was
named for DeWitt Clinton, Governor of New York from
1817 – 1822, and an important political figure at the
time of its settlement. DeWitt’s first merchants came
to town in 1844, and in 1856, the Chicago, Iowa and
Nebraska Railroad came to town and remains there
today, now known as the Union Pacific Railroad.
Just over 5,300 people call DeWitt home today, a
four-percent increase over the 2000 Census. DeWitt
serves as the junction of
U.S. Highway 61, running
north and south, and U.S.
Highway 30, running ease
DeWitt
and west, through the city.
Interstates 80 and 74 are
a short 15 minutes from
DeWitt. With the Mississippi River only 20 minutes
away, several companies use the barge system on a
regular basis. Passenger flight service is available 40
minutes to the south at the Quad Cities International
Airport in Moline, Illinois.

H

With a prominent manufacturing base, DeWitt has
several major manufacturing employers, including Car
Freshener Corp.; Guardian Industries; Custom Pak;
Ennis, Inc.; and Illinois Tool Works (ITW). In 2004,
Agracel entered the DeWitt industrial market by purchasing the former Johnston Industries building, a
122,350 SF facility located on 20 acres in the DeWitt
Industrial Park, off U.S. Highway 30. The steel building, featuring a ten-ton bridge crane, recently went
through a major upgrade that included painting the
entire exterior of the facility, removing interior walls,
installing new guttering, and adding two new doors.
The entire facility is currently available for short-term
or long-term lease and can be subdivided.
Learn more about DeWitt by visiting www.cityofdewittiowa.org.

Covering Your World

TQW

Rhythm Tech

TQW has enjoyed working with several companies in the
musical instrument industry and is excited about a new
relationship with another MI company, Rhythm Tech.
Founded in 1980 by Richard Taninbaum, Rhythm Tech’s
base has been in
New Rochelle, NY.
Richard, a studio
musician/percussionist himself, started the company with an innovative,
ergonomic design for a tambourine and has built the
business with his passion for creating new, unique tools
for percussionists. Their product line includes the original Rhythm Tech tambourine as well as a multitude of
hand percussion items, drums, and accessories.
As Rhythm Tech continues to grow, so
have the operational
details of processing
shipments. Richard
decided to return
his company’s focus
to creating new innovations and trust
the logistics of fulfilling orders to others.
Based on a recommendation from another TQW customer, Alan Poster at Ace Products Group,
Richard contacted us and we’re now preparing for the
first receipts and shipments of Rhythm Tech product at
TQW. In addition to handling the daily distribution responsibilities for Rhythm Tech, TQW will also provide a
more central US distribution point for them and their
customers, reducing freight costs and delivery times for
many of their shipments.
We welcome Rhythm Tech to our family and say “thank
you” for the trust they place in our abilities.

Siemer Milling & Civil Designs Inc.

Siemer Milling Company of Teutopolis, long time business friend of Agracel’s, recently entered into a joint venture to build a new wheat flour mill in West Harrison, Indiana, just west of Cincinnati, Ohio. The mill will have
a daily production capacity of 700 tons of soft wheat flour and other wheat products, processing about 7 million
bushels of wheat in a year. Congratulations to Rick Siemer and Siemer Milling Company as they embark on this
new project!
Agracel is pleased to welcome Civil Designs, Inc. to East Pointe Centre in Effingham, Illinois. The St. Louis
based company offers expertise in construction management, environmental, site development, surveying, and
transportation. Mark Keller, an eight year veteran with the company, leads the Effingham office. Welcome, Civil
Designs!
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Meet Team Agracel, Inc.

Front Row: Mike Mumm, Jack Schultz, Dean Bingham, Todd Thoman
Center Row: Kathie Koontz, Kathy Bloemer, Theresa Schackmann, Lisa Huston, Janet Grunloh, Kyle Edney, Sarah Horner
Back Row: Brad Koenig, Sharon Harper, Andy Foster, Deb Kinkelaar, Arlin Ruholl, Justyn Dixon, Ryan Witges, Lynn Higgs,
Mike French, Leslie Eckert

Did you know...
Agracel has a Facebook page!
Go to www.facebook.com/Agracel and click
Jack Schultz tweets! Follow him at
www.twitter.com/jackschultz.

Want Quick Access to Agracel Buildings & Services?
There is an App for that!
Agracel now offers the Agracel App for iPads
which can easily be downloaded from the iTunes
store. Find us under the business section.

